
Subject: Conducting Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar District, Haryana.

In the present scenario, Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital role in Cultural Industry at
both National and International Level. The significance of protecting and creating awareness
towards Heritage is major concern of Haryana government for which variety of task work;
excavations, explorations, cultural initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are
followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of Haryana is quite rich and full of potential in terms of
history of our civilization followed by various dynasties and its glory which is represented in
both tangible and intangible components of heritage.

Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous
Historical town of Agroha (Lat. 20 20'N: Long. 7538'E), Tehsil Adampur, District Hisar. Site is
centrally protected as per vide notification no. PN, 20590 dated 13.07.1926 dated 13.07.1926.
The archaeological site at Agroha is traditionally believed to be the capital of legendary king
Maharaja Agarsen of Agrawal community. The discovery of the coins of Agroha Janapada
(republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka appears in the ancient literature
including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it being the head quarters of the
republic. The city of Agroha was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxila and Mathura
and therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities till coming
into existence in new township of Hisar-e-firoza (Hisar-1354AD) of Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351-
88 AD). Earlier excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have yielded five different
cultural periods ranging from circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

I would request you to conduct further excavation at the site so that an important chapter
should get added in cultural sector of our state.

I hope you will look into the matter expeditiously.

(Dr. Ashok Khemka, IAS)

Principal Secretary to Govt. Haryana
Archaeology & Museums Department

Chandigarh

Smt. V. Vidyavathi, IAS
The Director General

Archaeological Survey of India
Dharohar Bhawan

24 Tilak Marg
New Delhi- 110001
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT

Location

Agroha iris'sru ys-s/io-'E is an ancient settlement situated on the road between Hisar and
Fatehabad at a distance of 14 miles from the former. The archaeological site at Agroha is
situated about 1.5 km away from the present Agroha village. A tradition avers that Raja Agra,
later named as Agrasen of Agrawal community used to live here and the remains of the Fort on
the top of the mound are connected with his residence.
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It can be said with a certain degree of accuracy that Agroha owes its origin from the ancient
name of the town Agrodaka as revealed on the coins recovered from the excavation. The fort,
however, on the top was constructed by Dewan Nannomal, who was an Agrawal by caste and in
the employ of Raja Amar Singh of Patiala A.D. 1765-1781. In the medieval period Ziaud din
Barani and Shams-i-Siraj Afif have described Agroha as a flourishing town of Hisar-i- Firuza. The
severe famine in Muhammad Tughlaq's time had caused havoc at Agroha and it was a deserted
city as evidenced by Ibn-i-Batuta. Nevertheless Agroha remained an important center of |
commerce and political activity till the period of Firoz Shah Tughlaq as it was situated on the
ancient trade route between Taxila and Mathura.



Previous Work-Excavations

The primary efforts to discover its historical past were made in the year 1888-89, under the
supervision of CJ. Rodgers who was Archaeological Surveyor in Punjab Circle. However the
initial excavations were small scale and were carried for only 15 days to depth of 16 ft. and
unearthed solid brick walls and floors, paved causeways and abundance of ashes and sign of
burning. The objects which were recovered consisted of coins, beads, fragments of sculptures
and Terracotta. i

The excavation was restarted in the year 1938-39, though even this could not be carried on for
long due to Second World War but it provided major historical input towards Agroha's
existence.

In 1978-79, the Archaeology Department of Haryana began excavation work under the
guidance of Mr. J S Khatri and Mr. Acharya. It was at this time that people actually became
aware of the extent of this great kingdom. Two more sessions i.e. -1979-80 and 1980-81 were
carried at Agroha by department and revealed five cultural periods ranging from circa 4^*^
Century BCto lA^"" Century AD^The excavations have also revealed two shrines, viz a Buddhist

structure anion'g these\ruins'^7rggests'a'fort with
jts four corner bastions. The ruins are scattered on a huge mound.' i

The site was declared protected as site of national importance vide notification no. 20590
dated on 13-07-1926.
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Objectives of Proposal

Agroha site holds the legacy of rich heritage of Haryana and its ancient history. Agroha being an
important center of Agarwal community holds a higher position and attract tourists to visit the
site from far flung places, its long occupational history itself defines its indispensable position in
the past and hence Department of Archaeology and Museums, Haryana keeping an innovative
and broader vision would like to initiate a project for upbringing Agroha and acknowledge its^
value by introducing to international tourist attraction cum open air site cum archaeological
site museum complex which will display the unearthed holding of glorious past in-situ and
defines the significant aspects of Agroha of its own.

This vision holds the following major steps to be taken:

•  Exposing the site or part of site i.e. Excavation to see the strata and chronological
framework of Agroha embedded in form of mound.

•  Conservation of the site and the trenches unearthed to make them possible for display
to tourists and attract scholars and students with concerned research.

•  Setting up of Archaeological site museum or interpretation center to exhibit the

knowhow of the Agroha heritage and its glory.

Work Plan

The work plan to execute this proposal is at least 2 years and following are the requirements
and procedure to be followed up before sending the proposal up:

1. As Agroha is an ancient mound which is centrally protected site under Archaeological
Survey of India holds the custody of this protected site inscribed with "National

Importance" tag under Act 1958. Hence this mega proposal need to be discussed with
ASI Chandigarh Circle holding a formal meeting between aforesaid department and '
Haryana State Archaeology officials.

2. The Work plan at the site of national importance can't be proceed without the consent
Central Government and ASI. Therefore the license has to be taken up from ASI for
excavation work on their site.

3. The licensee has to be an Archaeological officer who will supervise and follow up the
excavation work and As per The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958- point 2 C "archaeological officer" means an officer of the Department of
Archaeology of the Government of India not lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of !
Archaeology.



4. Agroha being a National importance site can't be taken up directly for approval of
excavation, trial digging, construction etc into its protected area anyhow because of
guardianship of site by central government. This has been mentioned in 19 point of
AIVIA5RA, 1958- No person, including the owner or occupier of a protected area, shall
construct any building within the protected area or carry on any mining, quarrying, j
excavating, blasting or any operation of a like nature in such area, or utilize such area
or any part thereof in any other manner without the permission of the Central '

Government: Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to prohibit the
use of any such area or part thereof for purposes of cultivation if such cultivation does
not involve the digging of not more than one foot of soil from the surface. j

5. The basic requirement needed is to make a joint venture with AS! and get the license
from central government to excavate but still excavations can't be held in PROTECTED

AREA of the site. ;

6. Other than protected area of the site, regulated area need to be surveyed properly to
look whether it holds any archaeological potential or any cultural material which I
could be taken up for excavation. It is mentioned in point, AMASRA, 1958 that- No I
State Government shall undertake or authorize any person to undertake any excavation or other
like operation for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a protected area except with
the previous approval of the Central Government and in accordance with such rules or
directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or give in this behalf.

7. Hence the proper survey and assessment of the Agroha mound need to be done
before execution of initial step of the proposal i.e. Excavation. Following are the
precedent requirements:

Site Survey plan

Toposheet and contour mapping

Previous excavated trench plans

Drone imagery

Extensive exploration of the site by technical assistants

Collaborators for the excavation which would seek archaeologists, draftsman,
surveyor, illustrator. Technical assistants, photographer, modeler etc.

8. CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER OPERATIONS IN PROTECTED AREAS
10. Permission required for construction, etc.-{l) No person shall undertake any construction
or mining operation within a protected area except under and in accordance with a permission
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granted in this behalf by the Central Government. (2) Every application for permission under

sub-rule (1) shall be made to the Central Government in Form-I at least three months before the

date of commencement of the construction or operation.

11. Licence required for excavation.—No person other than an archaeological officer or an

officer authorised by him in this behalf shall undertake any excavation for archaeological

purposes in any protected area except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions

of a licence granted under rule 13.

12. Application for licence.—Every application for a licence shall be in Form-ll and be made to

the Director-General at least three months before the proposed date of the commencement of

the excavation operations. i

Hence proposal of construction of site museum and conservation of excavated area

won't be possible In Protected Area of Agroha unless the guardianship of the site get

transferred to State government.

The implementation of Conservation and Site Museum can't be started without taking

up excavation in protected area of mound. Therefore proposal need to be discussed

with AS! officials for further steps.
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT

Location

Agroha 29°i9'54"n 75°37'io"e is an ancient settlement situated on the road between Hisar and

Fatehabad at a distance of 14 miles from the former. The archaeological site at Agroha is

situated about 1.5 km away from the present Agroha village. A tradition avers that Raja Agra,

later named as Agrasen of Agrawal community used to live here and the remains of the Fort on

the top of the mound are connected with his residence.
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It can be said with a certain degree of accuracy that Agroha owes its origin from the ancient
name of the town Agrodaka as revealed on the coins recovered from the excavation. The fort,
however, on the top was constructed by Dewan Nannomal, who was an Agrawal by caste and In
the employ of Raja Amar Singh of Patiala A.D. 1765-1781. In the medieval period Ziaud din
Barani and Shams-i-Siraj Afif have described Agroha as a flourishing town of Hisar-i- Firuza. The
severe famine in Muhammad Tughlaq's time had caused havoc at Agroha and it was a deserted
city as evidenced by Ibn-i-Batuta. Nevertheless Agroha remained an important center of
commerce and political activity till the period of Firoz Shah Tughlaq as it was situated on the
ancient trade route between Taxila and Mathura.



Previous Work-Excavations

The primary efforts to discover its historical past were made in the year 1888-89, under the
supervision of CJ. Rodgers who was Archaeological Surveyor in Punjab Circle. However the

initial excavations were small scale and were carried for only 15 days to depth of 16 ft. and
unearthed solid brick walls and floors, paved causeways and abundance of ashes and sign of
burning. The objects which were recovered consisted of coins, beads, fragments of sculptures
and Terracotta.

The excavation was restarted in the year 1938-39, though even this could not be carried on for
long due to Second World War but it provided major historical input towards Agroha's
existence.

in 1978-79, the Archaeology Department of Haryana began excavation work under the

guidance of Mr. J S Khatri and Mr. Acharya. It was at this time that people actually became
aware of the extent of this great kingdom. Two more sessions i.e. -1979-80 and 1980-81 were

carried at Agroha by department and revealed five cultural periods ranging from circa 4^^
Century BC to 14^^ Century AD. The excavations have also revealed two shrines, viz a Buddhist
Stupa and a Hindu temple. Another impressive structure among these ruins suggests a fort with
its four_corner_bastions. The ruins are scattered on a huge mound.

The site was declared protected as site of national importance vide notification no. 20590
dated on 13-07-1926.
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Objectives of Proposal

Agroha site holds the legacy of rich heritage of Haryana and its ancient history. Agroha being an
important center of Agarwal community holds a higher position and attract tourists to visit the
site from far flung places. Its long occupational history itself defines its indispensable positiori in
the past and hence Department of Archaeology and Museums, Haryana keeping an innovati\/e
and broader vision would like to initiate a project for upbringing Agroha and acknowledge its'
value by introducing to international tourist attraction cum open air site cum archaeological
site museum complex which will display the unearthed holding of glorious past in-situ and
defines the significant aspects of Agroha of its own.

This vision holds the following major steps to be taken:

•  Exposing the site or part of site i.e. Excavation to see the strata and chronological
framework of Agroha embedded in form of mound.

•  Conservation of the site and the trenches unearthed to make them possible for display
to tourists and attract scholars and students with concerned research.

•  Setting up of Archaeological site museum or interpretation center to exhibit the

knowhow of the Agroha heritage and its glory.

Work Plan

The work plan to execute this proposal is at least 2 years and following are the requirements
and procedure to be followed up before sending the proposal up:

1. As Agroha is an ancient mound which is centrally protected site under Archaeological
Survey of India holds the custody of this protected site inscribed with "National

Importance" tag under Act 1958. Hence this mega proposal need to be discussed with
AS! Chandigarh Circle holding a formal meeting between aforesaid department and |
Haryana State Archaeology officials. '

2. The Work plan at the site of national importance can't be proceed without the consent
Central Government and ASI. Therefore the license has to be taken up from ASI for
excavation work on their site. '

3. The licensee has to be an Archaeological officer who will supervise and follow up the
excavation work and As per The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958- point 2 C "archaeological officer" means an officer of the Department of
Archaeology of the Government of India not lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of '
Archaeology.



4. Agroha being a National importance site can't be taken up directly for approval of

excavation, trial digging, construction etc into its protected area anyhow because of

guardianship of site by central government. This has been mentioned in 19 point of

AMASRA, 1958- No person, including the owner or occupier of a protected area, shall

construct any building within the protected area or carry on any mining, quarrying,

excavating, blasting or any operation of a like nature in such area, or utilize such area

or any part thereof in any other manner without the permission of the Central j
Government: Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to prohibit the

use of any such area or part thereof for purposes of cultivation If such cultivation does

not involve the digging of not more than one foot of soil from the surface. I
\

5. The basic requirement needed is to make a joint venture with AS! and get the license

from central government to excavate but still excavations can't be held in PROTECTED

AREA of the site. ^
(
I

t

6. Other than protected area of the site, regulated area need to be surveyed properly to
look whether it holds any archaeological potential or any cultural material which
could be taken up for excavation. It is mentioned in point, AMASRA, 1958 that- No
State Government shall undertake or authorize any person to undertake any excavation or other
like operation for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a protected area except with
the previous approval of the Central Government and in accordance with such rules or

directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or give in this behalf.

7. Hence the proper survey and assessment of the Agroha mound need to be done

before execution of initial step of the proposal i.e. Excavation. Following are the
precedent requirements:

Site Survey plan

Toposheet and contour mapping

Previous excavated trench plans

Drone imagery

Extensive exploration of the site by technical assistants

Collaborators for the excavation which would seek archaeologists, draftsman,
surveyor, illustrator. Technical assistants, photographer, modeler etc.

8. CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER OPERATIONS IN PROTECTED AREAS

10. Permission required for construction, etc.-(l) No person shall undertake any construction
or mining operation within a protected area except under and in accordance with a permission



granted in this behalf by the Central Government. (2) Every application for permission under
sub-rule (1) shall be made to the Central Government in Form-I at least three months before the
date of commencement of the construction or operation.
11. Licence required for excavation.—No person other than an archaeological officer or an
officer authorised by him In this behalf shall undertake any excavation for archaeological
purposes in any protected area except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions

of a licence granted under rule 13.

12. Application for licence.—Every application for a licence shall be in Form-ll and be made to
the Director-General at least three months before the proposed date of the commencement of
the excavation operations.

Hence proposal of construction of site museum and conservation of excavated area

won't be possible in Protected Area of Agroha unless the guardianship of the site get
transferred to State government.

The implementation of Conservation and Site Museum can't be started without taking
up excavation in protected area of mound. Therefore proposal need to be discussed
with ASI officials for further steps. '



i3

Proposal For Excavation and setting up of a State Level Site museum

at

Agroha (Hissar)

DEPARTEMENT OF ARCAEOLOGY AND MUSEUMS,

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

Art 8c Design Building, Sector 10 Chandigarh
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF AGRQHA, DISTRICT HISSAR
I

Location : Village-Agroha, Tehsil-Adampur, Distt- Hisar

Situated :Situated at National Highway No. 10, 22 km from Hissar towards

Fatehabad

Under protection of: Government of India

Period : Circa 4"'centui7 BC to 14"' Century AD.
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Historv and Descrinfinn- j
The site of agroha is traditionally believed to be the capital of

legendary king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The city of agroha
was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxcila and Mathura. And,
therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities
till coming into existence in new township of Hissar-e-firoza (Hissar) of Firoz
Shah Tughluq. A hoard of four Indo-Greek, one punch-marked and fifty one
coins of agodaka was found from the site. This site was excavated by C.J.
Rodgers in 1888-89 and re-excavated by H.L. Srivastava in 1938-39 of

Archaeological Survey of India to a depth of about 3.65m. This site was further
excavated by Shri P.K. Sharan and J.S. Khatri of the Department of
Archaeology and Museums, Govt of Haryana in 1978-84.

The Directorate of the Department of Archaeology, Government of
Haryana, undertook excavation at Agroha, traditionally believed to represent the
site of Agreya Republic referred to in the Mahabharata and said to have been
founded by Maharaja Agarsena of the Agarwal community. During this filed
season, the excavation, without reaching the natural soil, progressed to a depth
of 4.3m from the surface, revealing an occupation extending from Saka-
Kushana times to the early Gupta period.

The Saka-Kushana period was distinguished by structural remains
of baked and unbaked bricks (size: 31x21x4.5 cm) representing two
constructional phases. The pottery consisted of red ware of medium fabric
represented by such shapes as Kushana bowls, sprinlders, carinatedhandi and
vases. Painting is almost absent on the pottery of this Period. Other important
finds of this period inelude: copper ear-ring; iron objects such as clamps, rings,
etc., terracotta balls, discs and shell bangle pieces.

The late Kushana to early Gupta period was represented principally
by the remains of brick structures showing five phases of activity. A noteworthy
feature observed with the structures of this period was the change in the pattern
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of construction of the houses which were constructed of re-used bricks of earlier

period. Altogether five rectangular rooms, oriented north-south with entrances

on the east as well as on the west, were exposed. A few inches were also found

added in the later phase. Each constmctional phase was distinguished by its

associated mud floors with hearths and pit-ovens. The associated pottery is

represented by red ware of medium fabric but with a distinct change in painting.

The painted designs in black include loops, vertical, horizontal and criss-cross

lines. The antiquities unearthed from this Period include: terracotta animal

figurines, a moulded human head; copper coins, ring, antimony rod, bell, bangle

pieces; beads and bangle pieces of shell; beads of carnelian, shell, copper, lapis

lazuli; iron objects like arrowheads, clamps, chisels and nails. A terracotta

sealing with a legend Sh. Narayan Deva Prakrita in Brahmi characters and

Sanskrit language, palaeographically belonging to the third-fourth century A.D.,

was collected from the surface.

Excavation plan

1. Further work of excavation can be continued after taking License from

Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi as it is a Central Protected

site.

2. For the License we need to fill a form issued by AST

3. Preservation and Conservation work on the site can be carried out after

the consent from ASI.
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Proposal for the Site museum

Department of Archaeology plans to construct a site Museum at

Agroha. This Museum will help store not only the artifacts and other

archaeological items which are likely to be excavated at Agroha but will also

provide scientific storage facility for over a thousand artifacts already in

possession of the Archaeology department.

The department plans to construct a state of the art Museum at the

site. The Museum will meet the requirements of researchers and students of

various archaeological aspects of Haryana's history. It will also help to interpret

the findings of the excavations that are likely to start at Agroha soon.

It is proposed that an Expression of Interest (placed below) be

invited from reputed architectural consultants for conceptualizing the work of

setting up of the Museum at Agroha.

The "Expression of Interest" is thus invited from reputed National and

International Level consultants, having experience of similar nature of works,

for conceptualizing and supervising up of State Level site Museum.

Excavation

Design a strategic plan and road map for Excavation, Conservation

and Restoration of archaeological sites at Agroha and thus protecting the

heritage of the state in conjunction with relevant stakeholders in the department.

(i) Archaeological monitoring-Survey plan,

(ii) Contour mapping,

(iii) GIS Analysis and Mapping,

(iv) Geophysical Suiwey,

(v) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),

(vi) Archaeological assessment and visual impact assessment through

insightfiil analysis.



Excavation Team-

1. Principal Investigator

To direct the Archaeological Excavation

2. Co. Director

Supervise the Excavation

3. Archaeologists

Excavation work

4. Technical Assistants

Excavation work

5. Photographer

Site, Antiquity & Potteiy Photography

6. Surveyor

Survey the site

7. Draftsman

Prepare the site plan

8. Researchers experienced in Archaeological Excavation

For the help of Excavation work

9. Assistant Chemist

For the preservation of Antiquity

10.Modeller

For the modeling work

11.Labours

Necessary Equipments: Drone, Ante level, Total station. Equipments for
photography and necessary equipments of digging.



The Preservation & conservation

Like all disciplines and fields, archaeological consei"vation has been

shaped by its historical habit and by contemporary concerns. Important in its

development has been the shifting, even expanding notion of site conservation to

include the stabilization and protection of the whole site rather than simply in situ

artifact conservation or the removal of site (architectural) features. The public

interpretation of archaeological sites has long been associated with tile
stabilization and display of ruins. Implicit in site stabilization and display is the

aesthetic value many ruin sites possess based on a long-lived European tradition of

cultivating a taste for the picturesque. With the scientific investigation and study of

many archaeological sites beginning in the late nineteenth century, both the

aesthetic and the informational value of these sites was promoted duririg

excavation-stabilization. In contemporary practice, options for archaeological site

conservation have included reconstruction, reassembly (anastylosis), in situ

preservation and protection including shelters and/or fabric consolidation, ex situ

preservation through removal, and excavation or reburial with or without site

interpretation.

Despite the level of intervention, that is, whether interpretation as a

ruin is achieved through anastylosis or reconstruction, specific sites, namely, those

possessing monumental masonry remains, have tended to establish an idealized

approach for the interpretation of archaeological sites in general. However, many

sites such as earthen tells, at once challenge these ingrained notions of ordered

chaos and arranged masonry by virtue of their fragile materials, temporal and

spatial disposition, and sometimes conflicting relationships among foreign and

local professionals and traditional communities. Moreover, changing notions of

site' have expanded the realm of what is to be interpreted and preserved,

resulting in both archaeological inquiry and legal protection at the regional level.

These aspects of site conservation and interpretation become all the more difficult



when considered in conjunction with the demands of tourism and site and regional

development for the larger physical and political contexts.

Archaeological sites, like all places of human activity, are

constructed. Despite their fragmentation, they are complex creations that depend
j

on the legibility and authenticity of their components for public meaning arid

appreciation. How legibility and authenticity of such structures and places are

realized and ensured must be carefully considered and understood for effective

conservation. Certainly conservators, archaeologists, and cultural resource

managers need to loiow well the theoretical concepts and the history of those

concepts pertaining to conservation; they need to know something of the historical

and cultural context of structures and sites, archaic or past building technologies,

and current technical solutions. They need to familiarize themselves with the

political, economic, and cultural issues of resource management and the

implications of their work for local communities, including issues of appropriate
technology, tradition, and sustainability.

The basic tenets of conseiwation are not the sole responsibility of any
one professional group. They apply instead to all those involved in the

conservation of cultural property and represent general standards of approach and
methodology. From the broadest perspective, archaeology and conser\'ation should

be seen as a conjoined enterprise. For both, physical evidence has to be studied

and interpreted. Such inteipretations are founded on a profound and exact

knowledge of the various histories of the thing or place and its context, on the
materiality of its physical fabric, on its cultural meanings and values over time,
and Its role and effect on current affiliates and the public in general. This implies
the application of a variety of specialized technical knowledge, but ideally the
process must be brought back into a cultural context so that the archaeology and
conservation project become synonymous.
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The Criteria for Selection as a World Heritage Site

To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be of

outstanding universal value and meet at least one out of ten selection criteria.Until

the end of 2004, World Heritage sites were selected on the basis of six cultural and

four natural criteria. With the adoption of the revised Operational Guidelines for

the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, only one set of ten criteria

exists.

(i) To represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;

(ii) To exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of

time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in

architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or

landscape design;

(iii) To bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural

tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

(iv) To be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or

technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant

stage(s) in human history;

(v) To be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-

use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or

human interaction with the environment especially when it has

become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change;

(vi) To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions,

with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of

outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that this

criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria);

(vii) To contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional

natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

(viii) To be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's

history, including the record of life, significant on-going geological
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processes in the development of iandforms, or significant geomorphic

or physiographic features;

(ix) To be outstanding examples representing significant on-going

ecological and biological processes in the evolution and development

of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and

communities of plants and animals;

(x) To contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-

situ conservation of biological diversity, including those eontaining

threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of

view of science or conservation.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS
HARYANA, CHANDIGARH

ORDER

As per instructions/orders of worthy Director General, the following

officials are directed to submit the report/ progress report regarding Ancient Site

Agroha (A Centrally Protected Site), Hissar immediately. In this regard, the

officials concerned were also directed last week by worthy Director General

individually.

Dated: 13.07.2017 Dr.Banani Bhattacharyya
Deputy Director

Archaeology & Museums Department
Haryana, Chandigarh

Endst. No. 17/3/2017-pura/ Dated:

A copy of above is forwarded to the following for information and strictly
compliance:

1. Sh.Ravi Kant, Technical Assistant.

2. Sh.Shubham Malik, Technical Assistant.

Deputy Director
for Director General Archaeology & Museums Department

Haryana, Chandigarh

ivin
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS

HARYANA, CHANDIGARH

ORDER

As per instructions/orders of worthy Director General, the following

officials are directed to submit the report/ progress report regarding Ancient Site

Agroha (A Centrally Protected Site), Hissar immediately. In this regard, the

officials concerned were also directed last week by worthy Director General

individually.

Dated: 13.07.2017 Dr.Banani Bhattacharyya
Deputy Director

Archaeology & Museums Department
Haryana, Chandigarh

Endst. No. 17/3/2017-pura/qj Dated:

A copy of above is forwarded to the following for information and strictly
compliance:

1. Sh.Ravi Kant, Technical Assistant.

2. Sh.Shubham Malik, Technical Assistant.

Deputy Director
or Director General Archaeology & Museums Department

Haryana, Chandigarh
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The Director General , .
Hi

Archaeology & Museums, Department

Haryana, Chandigarh.

Subject:- Draft regarding Proposal of Agroha (HissarT

.........

Sir,

This is to inform you that, I am submitting the draft of

proposal of Agroha (Hissar) for your perusal.
u^'.vy i\'•y.',GtX!Z

Thanking you.

OaSe:...J,9.a/j:/.

Dated: 14.07.2017 Your's Sincerely

^ (^ubham Malik)
Technical Assistant
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT

Location

Agroha 29'19'54"n 75'37'io"e is an ancient settlement situated on the road between Hisar and

Fatehabad at a distance of 14 miles from the former. The archaeological site at Agroha is

situated about 1.5 km away from the present Agroha village. A tradition avers that Raja Agra,

later named as Agrasen of Agrawal community used to live here and the remains of the Fort on

the top of the mound are connected with his residence. :
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Sources

It can be said with a certain degree of accuracy that Agroha owes its origin from the ancient
name of the town Agrodaka as revealed on the coins recovered from the excavation. The fort,
however, on the top was constructed by Dewan Nannomal, who was an Agrawal by caste and in
the employ of Raja Amar Singh of Patiala A.D. 1765-1781. In the medieval period Ziaud din i
Barani and Shams-i-Siraj Afif have described Agroha as a flourishing town of Hisar-i- Firuza. The

severe famine in Muhammad Tughlaq's time had caused havoc at Agroha and it was a deserted
city as evidenced by Ibn-i-Batuta. Nevertheless Agroha remained an important center of
commerce and political activity till the period of Firoz Shah Tughlaq as it was situated on the

ancient trade route between Taxila and Mathura.
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Previous Work-Excavations

The primary efforts to discover its historical past were made in the year 1888-89, under the
supervision of CJ. Rodgers who was Archaeological Surveyor in Punjab Circle. However the
initial excavations were small scale and were carried for only 15 days to depth of 16 ft. and
unearthed solid brick walls and floors, paved causeways and abundance of ashes and sign of
burning. The objects which were recovered consisted of coins, beads, fragments of sculptures
and Terracotta.

The excavation was restarted in the year 1938-39, though even this could not be carried on for
long due to Second World War but it provided major historical input towards Agroha's
existence.

in 1978-79, the Archaeology Department of Haryana began excavation work under the

guidance of [Vlr. J S Khatri and Mr. Acharya. It was at this time that people actually became
aware of the extent of this great kingdom. Two more sessions i.e. -1979-80 and 1980-81 were
carried at Agroha by department and revealed five cultural periods ranging from circa 4"^
Century BC to 14^^ Century AD. The excavations have also revealed two shrines, viz a Buddhist

^ Hindu tempje. Another impressive structure among these ruins suggests a fort with'
its four corner i^stions. The ruins are scattered on a huge mound.

The site was declared protected as site of national importance vide notification no. 20590
dated on 13-07-1926.

> —

•  r

-5

. -3^*



r

-l^'^#'r-^>-s;^ ._ ' '^••w->.^--- '• .- ■• • • • •; ., . . v. - V' -. .-^p-- ---- '-^-1?^

; 1^.

'5

• ^ 1 •• ^ ,n» . , _ *■ ' > •

.•-•2

\, •

M

S -, —-V
,-—■ ii •

:/
i,3

5/
_V3'

taaijg;:5 - -

Hfe-H">*•

U|I* ^

k

> •» .-



P"
Objectives of Proposal

Agroha site holds the legacy of rich heritage of Haryana and its ancient history. Agroha being an

important center of Agarwal community holds a higher position and attract tourists to visit the

site from far flung places. Its long occupational history Itself defines its indispensable position in

the past and hence Department of Archaeology and Museums, Haryana keeping an innovative

and broader vision would like to initiate a project for upbringing Agroha and acknowledge its

value by introducing to international tourist attraction cum open air site cum archaeological

site museum complex which will display the unearthed holding of glorious past in-situ and

defines the significant aspects of Agroha of its own.

This vision holds the following major steps to be taken:

•  Exposing the site or part of site i.e. Excavation to see the strata and chronological

framework of Agroha embedded in form of mound.

•  Conservation of the site and the trenches unearthed to make them possible for display

to tourists and attract scholars and students with concerned research.

•  Setting up of Archaeological site museum or interpretation center to exhibit the

knowhow of the Agroha heritage and its glory.

Work Plan

The work plan to execute this proposal is at least 2 years and following are the requirements
and procedure to be followed up before sending the proposal up:

1. As Agroha is an ancient mound which is centrally protected site under Archaeological
Survey of India holds the custody of this protected site inscribed with "National

Importance" tag under Act 1958. Hence this mega proposal need to be discussed with
ASI Chandigarh Circle holding a formal meeting between aforesaid department and
Haryana State Archaeology officials.

2. The Work plan at the site of national importance can't be proceed without the consent
Central Government and ASI. Therefore the license has to be taken up from ASI for
excavation work on their site.

3. The licensee has to be an Archaeological officer who will supervise and follow up the
excavation work and As per The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958- point 2 C "archaeological officer" means an officer of the Department of
Archaeology of the Government of India not lower In rank than Assistant Superintendent of
Archaeology.
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4. Agroha being a National importance site can't be taken up directly for approval of
excavation, trial digging, construction etc into its protected area anyhow because of

guardianship of site by central government. This has been mentioned in 19 point of ̂
AMASRA, 1958- No person, including the owner or occupier of a protected area, shall

construct any building within the protected area or carry on any mining, quarrying,

excavating, blasting or any operation of a like nature in such area, or utilize such area

or any part thereof in any other manner without the permission of the Central

Government: Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to prohibit the

use of any such area or part thereof for purposes of cultivation if such cultivation does

not involve the digging of not more than one foot of soil from the surface.

5. The basic requirement needed is to make a joint venture with ASI and get the license

from central government to excavate but still excavations can't be held in PROTECTED

AREA of the site.

6. Other than protected area of the site, regulated area need to be surveyed properly to

look whether it holds any archaeological potential or any cultural material which :

could be taken up for excavation. It is mentioned in point, AMASRA, 1958 that- No

State Government shall undertake or authorize any person to undertake any excavation or other

like operation for archaeological purposes In any area which is not a protected area except with

the previous approval of the Central Government and in accordance with such rules or

directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or give in this behalf.

7. Hence the proper survey and assessment of the Agroha mound need to be done

before execution of initial step of the proposal i.e. Excavation. Following are the

precedent requirements:

Site Survey plan

Toposheet and contour mapping

Previous excavated trench plans
I

Drone imagery

Extensive exploration of the site by technical assistants

Collaborators for the excavation which would seek archaeologists, draftsman,

surveyor, illustrator, Technical assistants, photographer, modeler etc.

CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER OPERATIONS IN PROTECTED AREAS

10. Permission required for construction, etc.—(1) No person shall undertake any construction

or mining operation within a protected area except under and in accordance with a permission
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granted in this behalf by the Central Government. (2) Every application for permission under
sub-rule (1) shall be made to the Central Government in Form-I at least three months before the
date of commencement of the construction or operation.

11. Licence required for excavation.—No person other than an archaeological officer or an

officer authorised by him in this behalf shall undertake any excavation for archaeological

purposes in any protected area except under and In accordance with the terms and conditions

of a licence granted under rule 13.

12. Application for licence.—Every application for a licence shall be in Form-ll and be made to

the Director-General at least three months before the proposed date of the commencement of

the excavation operations.

Hence proposal of construction of site museum and conservation of excavated area

won't be possible in Protected Area of Agroha unless the guardianship of the site get

transferred to State government. I

The implementation of Conservation and Site Museum can't be started without taking
I

up excavation in protected area of mound. Therefore proposal need to be discussed

with AS! officials for further steps.
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From

The Director General

Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana
Art & Design Building, Chandigarh

To

Superintending Archaeologist
Archaeological Survey of India
Chandigarh Circle
Chandigarh

Date:

Memo nl^/z^iT-gr/^u^i-

Subject: Permission to visit the site for survey work at Agroha and depute
surveyor from AST, Chandigarh

This is to inform you that State Government of Haryana wants to initiate a project to
highlight archaeological heritage at Agroha, an early Historic site in district Hisar of Haryana
which is a protected site under Archaeological Survey of India. The aim is to implement a
heritage management tool based on the identification of "priority interventions" and the
drawing up of "integrated heritage projects" targeting the social and economic potential of the
monuments and sites. The activities will helped to highlight the role of heritage in the
implementation of national development strategies and this has become an effective tool for

the implementation of the Organization's values and conventions. Department of
Archaeology & Museums, Haryana wants to collaborate the project with Archaeological
Survey of India, IIT Kanpur, Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany.

In this regard Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana is preparing the
proposal of Agroha. Department is willing to lake up a project and convert the site into a

grand heritage destination in Haryana of international reputes which will comprise of
excavation program, conservation of excavated structures and setting up of Archaeological
Site museum and interpretation center. This would be taken up in collaboration
and permission from Archaeological Survey of India. In this context, department wants to
survey the site to prepare the preliminary draft of said project proposal.

Hence I request you to give the permission to visit the site for survey work and
please depute surveyor from your office for said work.

Dy. Director, .Archaeology
For Director General,

Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana
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^  CFWIS No:-.,^P.3..!
Date:..A.'il\\a

The Director General

Archaeology & Museums, Department

Haryana, Chandiearh.

Subject:- Draft regarding Pronosal of Agroha tHissaiT.

Sir,
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Hi

Ihis is to inform you that, ; am submitting the draft of

proposal of Agroha (Hissar) lor your perusal.

Thanking you.

Dated; 13.07.2017 Your's Sincerely

(Ravi Kant)

i echnical Assistant



Proposal For Excavation and setting up of a State Level Site museum

at

Agroha (Hissar)

DEPARTEMENT OF ARCAEOLOGY AND MUSEUMS,

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

Art & Design Building, Sectoi-10 Chandigarh
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HTSTORICAL BACKGROUND OF AGROHA, DISTRICT HISSAR

Location : Village-Agroha, l ehsil-Aclampur. Dislt- Hisar

Situated :Situated at National Highway No. 10, 22 km from Hissar towards

Fatehabad

Under protection of: Government of India

Period : Circa 4"' century BC to 14^'' Century AD.

Map:
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History and Description-

The site of agroha is traditionally believed to be the capital of

legendary king Maharaja Agrasena ol Agrawal community. The city of agroha

was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxcila and Mathura. And,

therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities

till coming into existence in new township of Hissar-e-firoza (Hissar) of Firoz

Shah Tughluq. A hoard of four Indo-Greek, one punch-marked and fifty one

coins of agodaka was found from the site. This site was excavated by C.J.

Rodgers in 1888-89 and re-excavated by H.L. Srivastava in 1938-39 of

Archaeological Survey ol India to a depth of about 3.65m. This site was further

excavated by Shri P.K. Sharan and J.S. Khatri of the Department of

Archaeology and Museums, Govt of Maryana in 1978-84.

The Directorate of the Department ol Archaeology, Government of

Haiyana, undertook excavation at Agroha, traditionally believed to represent the

site of Agreya Republic referred to in the Mahabharata and said to have been

founded by Maharaja Agarsena of the Agar\val community. During this filed

season, the excavation, without reaching the natural soil, progressed to a depth

of 4.3m from the surface, revealing an occupation extending from Saka-

Kushana times to the early Gupta period.

fhe Saka-K.ushana period was distinguished by structural remains

ol baked and unbaked bricks (size; 31x21;\4.5 cm) representing two

constiLictional phases. The pottery consisted of red ware of medium fabric

lepiesented by such shapes as Kushana bowls, sprinklers, carinatedhandi and

vases. Painting is almost absent on the pottery of this Period. Other important

finds of this period include: copper ear-ring; iron objects such as clamps, rings,

etc., terracotta balls, discs and shell bangle pieces.

The late Kushana to early Gupta period was represented principally

by the remains of brick structures showing live phases of activity. A noteworthy

feature observed with the structures of this period was the change in the pattern
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of construction of the houses which were constructed of re-used bricks of earlier

period. Altogether five rectangular rooms, oriented north-south with entrances

on the east as well as on the west, were exposed. A few inches were also found

added in the later phase. Each constructional phase was distinguished by its

associated mud floors with hearths and pit-ovens. The associated pottery is

represented by red ware of medium fabric but with a distinct change in painting.

The painted designs in black include loops, vertical, horizontal and criss-cross

lines. The antiquities unearthed from this Period include; terracotta animal

figurines, a moulded human head; cojoper coins, ring, antimony rod, bell, bangle

pieces; beads and bangle pieces of shell; beads of carnelian, shell, copper, lapis

lazuli; iron objects like arrowheads, clamps, chisels and nails. A terracotta

sealing with a legend Sh. Narayan Dcva Prakrita in Brahmi characters and

Sanskrit language, palaeographically belonging to the third-fourth century A.D.,

was collected from the surface.

Excavation plan

1. Further work of excavation can be continued after taking License from

Archaeological Survey of India, Ne\v Dellii as it is a Central Protected

site.

2. For the License we need to 1111 a form issued by ASI.

j. Preservation and Conservation work on the site can be carried out after

the consent from ASI.
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Proposal for the Site museum

Department of Archaeology plans to construct a site Museum at

Agroha. This Museum will help store not only the artifacts and other

archaeological items which are likely to be excavated at Agroha but will also

provide scientific storage facility for over a thousand artifacts already in

possession of the Archaeology department.

The department plans to construct a state of the art Museum at the

site. The Museum will meet the requirements of researchers and students of

various archaeological aspects of Haryana's history. It will also help to interpret

the findings of the excavations that arc likely to start at Agroha soon.

It is proposed that an Expression of Interest (placed below) be

invited from reputed architectural consultants for conceptualizing the work of

setting up of the Museum at Agroha.

The "Expression oi Interest" is thus invited from reputed National and

International Level consultantSj having experience of similar nature of works,

for conceptualizing and supervising up of State Level site Museum.

Excavation

Design a strategic plan and road map for Excavation, Conservation

and Restoration of archaeological sites at Agroha and thus protecting the

heritage of the state in conjunction with relevant stakeholders in the department.

(i) Archaeological monitoring-Survey plan,

(ii) Contour mapping,

(iii) GIS Analysis and Mapping,

(iv) Geophysical Survey,

(v) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),

(vi) Archaeological assessment and visual impact assessment through

insightflil analysis.
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Excavation Team-

1. Principal Investigator

To direct the Archaeological Excavation

2. Co. Director

Supervise the Excavation

3. Archaeologists

Excavation work

4. Technical Assistants

Excavation work

5. Photographer

Site, Antiquity & Pottery Photography

6. Surveyor

Survey the site

7. Draftsman

Prepare the site plan

8. Researchers experienced in Archaeological Excavation

For the help of Excavation work

9. Assistant Chemist

For the preservation of Antiquity

10.Modeller

For the modeling work

11.Labours

Necessaiy Equipments: Drone, Ante level, Total station. Equipments for

photography and necessary equipments of digging.
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The Preservation & conservation

Like all disciplines and fields, archaeological conservation has been

shaped by its historical habit and by contemporary concerns. Important in its

development has been the shilling, even expanding notion of site conservation to

include the stabilization and proieclion of the whole site rather than simply in situ

artifact conservation or the removal of site (architectural) features. The public

inteipretation of archaeological sites has long been associated with the

stabilization and display of ruins. Implicit in site stabilization and display is the

aesthetic value many ruin sites possess based on a long-lived European tradition of

cultivating a taste for the picturesque. With the scientific investigation and study of

many archaeological sites beginning." in the late nineteenth century, both the

aesthetic and the informational value of these sites was promoted during

excavation-stabilization. In contemporary practice, options for archaeological site

conservation have included reconstruction, reassembly (anastylosis), in situ

preservation and protection including shelters and/or fabric consolidation, ex situ

pieservation through removal, and cxcaN'ation or reburial with or without site

interpretation.

Despite the level of intervention, that is. whether interpretation as a

iLiin is achieved through anastylosis or reconstruction, specific sites, namely, those

possessing monumental masonry remains, have tended to establish an idealized

approach lor the interpretation of archaeological sites in general. However, many

sit:es such as earthen tells, at once challenge these ingrained notions of ordered

chaos and arranged masonry by virtue of their fragile materials, temporal and

spatial disposition, and sometimes conflicting relationships among foreign and

local professionals and traditional communities. Moreover, changing notions of

site have expanded the realm of Nvhat is to be interpreted and preserved,

resulting in both archaeological inquiiy and legal protection at the regional level.

These aspects of site conservation and interpretation become all the more difficult



when considered In conjunction with the demands of tourism and site and regional

development for the larger physical and political contexts.

Archaeological sites, like all places of human activity, are

constructed. Despite their fragmentation, they are complex creations that depend

on the legibility and authenticity of their components lor public meaning and

appreciation. How legibility and authenticity of such structures and places are

realized and ensured must be carefully considered and understood lor effective

conservation. Certainly conservators, archaeologists, and cultural resource

managers need to know well the theoretical concepts and the history of those

concepts pertaining to conservation; they need to know something of the historical

and cultural context of structures aiuhsites, archaic or past building technologies,

and cuiTent technical solutions. They need to familiarize themselves with the

political, economic, and cultural issues of resource management and the

implications of their work for local communities, including issues of appropriate

technology, tradition, and sustainabilily.

The basic tenets of conservation are not the sole responsibility ol any

one professional group. They apply instead to all those involved in the

conservation of cultural property and represent general standards of approach and

methodology. From the broadest perspective, archaeology and conservation should

be seen as a conjoined enterprise. For both, physical evidence has to be studied

and interpreted. Such interpretations are ibunded on a profound and exact

knowledge of the various histories of the thing or place and its context, on the

materiality of its physical fabric, on its cultural meanings and values over time,

and its role and effect on current affiliates and the public in general. This implies

the application of a variety of specialized technical knowledge, but ideally the

process must be brought back into a cultural context so that the archaeology and

conservation project become synonymous.
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The Criteria for Selection as a World Heritage Site

To be included on the Woi'ld Heritage List, sites must be of

outstanding universal value and meet at least one out of ten selection criteria.Until

the end of 2004, World Heritage sites were selected on the basis of six cultural and

four natural criteria. With the adoption of the revised Operational Guidelines for

the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, only one set of ten criteria

exists.

(i) To represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;

(ii) To exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of

time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in

architecture or technology,' monumental arts, town-planning or

landscape design;

(iii) To bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural

tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

(iv) To be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or

technological ensemble or landsccipe which illustrates (a) significant

stage(s) in human history;

(v) To be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-

use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or

human interaction with the environment especially when it has

become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change;

(vi) To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions,

with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of

outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that this

criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria);

(vii) To contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional

natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

(viii) To be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's

history, including the record of life, signiUcant on-going geological
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processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic

or physiographic features;

(ix) To be outstanding examples representing significant on-going

ecological and biological processes in the evolution and development

of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and

communities of plants and animals;

(x) To contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-

situ conservation of biological diversity, including those containing

threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of

view of science or conservation.
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/ Name of the Project (Exploration/ Excavation)

Name and addr^s of the applicant
(Enclose brief profile) . . . *u
(If the application is on behalf of an mstitution, the
name thereof should be given)

13. Name of the site;
Locality:

;  District:

State:

!  Lat; Long: ,
14 Detmls of previous studies / brief report on work
;  carried out by the applicant during last field season on
i  the proposed site/area, if any
r

5. Project statement and objectives, time-frame

! 6. Extent of the proposed excavation or operation
f-

^  (A plan of the site in triplicate showing in red
outline the extent of the proposed excavation or
operation to be attached) ^ ^

7. Approximate expenditure and the anticipated funding
S. Composition of the team

,9. Coll^orator, ifany

"tL
b

; I- /

=  10.

. u.

I ,.
I .

Plan for the preservation, maintenance and proper
scientific storage of excavated remains and material.
Approximate Expendimre and Funding - .
Provision for archiving photo, drawing and other
documentation materials pertaining to excavation/

SHf^bmissionofU.ereport(s)o„previous exploration(^^
institution

Year Nameofthesite Stage of publication of report

13. Any other information

14.

SiEoature of the applicant .
Station: application is on behalf of an mstitution. the signature
Date: be that of the head of the institution, which term includes

the Registrar of a University)
Seal of the Institution ,

Recommendation of the State Government
(Sites other than Centrally protected)
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*  The Criteria for vSeiection

To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be
of outstanding universal value and meet at least one out

of ten selection criteria.

These criteria are explained In the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage

Convention which, besides the text of the Convention, is the main working tool on World" Heritage. The criteria are

regularly revised by the Committee to reflect the evolution of the World Heritage concept itself.

Until the end of 2004, World Heritage sites were selected on the basis of six cultural and four natural criteria. With

the adoption of the revised Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, only

one set of ten criteria exists.

Selection criteria

(i)
to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;

(ii)
to exhibit an important Interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on

developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;

(iii)

to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or which
has disappeared;

(iv)

http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/ 1/3
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to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which

Illustrates (a) significant stage(s) In human history;

(V)

to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a
culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the environment especially when It has become vulnerable under

the Impact of Irreversible change;

(vi)

to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with Ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and
literary works of outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that this criterion should preferably

be used in conjunction with other criteria);

(vii)

to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

(viii)

to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history, including the record of life, significant on
going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features;

(ix)

to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes In the evolution
and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants and

animals;

(X)
to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for In-situ conservation of biological diversity,

Including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or
conservation.

Operational Cultural Natural
Guidelines criteria criteria
(year)

http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/
2/3
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2002 (i) i (ii) (iii) (iv) (V) (vi) (i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

2005 (i) I (ii) (iii) (iv) (V) (vi) (viii) (ix) (vii) (X)

The protection, management, authenticity and integrity of properties are aiso important considerations. Since
1992 significant interactions between people and the natural environment have been recognized as cultural

landscapes.

http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/ 3/3
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EXCAVATION AT AGROHA, DISTRICT HISSAR

The Directorate of the Department of Archaeology, Government of

Haryana, undertook excavation at Agroha, traditionally believed to represent the

site of Agreya, traditionally believed to represent the site of Agreya Republic

referred to in the Mahabharata, and said to have been founded by Maharaja

Agarsena of the Agarwal community. During this filed season, the excavation,

without reaching the natural soil, progressed to a depth of 4.3m from the surface,

revealing an occupation extending from Saka-Kushana times to the early Gupta

period.

The Saka-Kushana period was distinguished by structural remains of baked

and unbaked bricks (size: 31x21x4.5 cm) representing two constructional phases.

The pottery consisted of red ware of medium fabric represented by such shapes as

Kushana bowls, sprinklers, carinated handi and vases. Painting is almost absent on

the pottery of this Period. Other important finds of this period include: copper ear

ring; iron objects such as clamps, rings, etc., terracotta balls, discs; and shell

bangle pieces.

The late Kushana to early Gupta period was represented principally by the

remains of brick structures showing five phases of activity. A noteworthy feature

observed with the structures of this period was the change in the pattern of

construction of the houses which are constructed of re-used bricks of earlier period.

Altogether five rectangular rooms, oriented north-south with entrances on the east

as well as on the west, were exposed. A few niches were also found added in the

later phase. Each constructional phase was distinguished by its associated mud

floors with hearths and pit-ovens. The associated pottery is represented by red ware

of medium fabric but with a distinct change in painting. The painted designs in

black include loops, vertical, horizontal and criss-cross lines. The antiquities

unearthed from this Period include: terracotta animal figurines, a moulded human

head; copper coins, ring, antimony rod, bell, bangle pieces; beads and bangle

pieces of shell; beads of camelian , shell , copper, lapis lazuli; iron objects like

arrowheads, clamps, chisels and nails. A terracotta sealing with a legend

Shri Narayan Deva Parkrita in Brahmi characters and Sanskrit language,

palaeographically belonging to the third-fourth century A.D., was collected from

the surface.
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The archaeological site at Agroha is situated about 1.5 km away from the present
Agroha village. Buried under this mound are the remains of the ancient town.
Agroha is situated in the district of Hissar, Haryana and in it lies buried the ruins of
the capital of the Agroha State. Agroha, so-called capital of the legendary king
Maharaja Agrasen of Agrawal Community, was excavated fi-om 1978 tol984. This
historical site yielded a continous cultural equence form C 5-4th Century B. C. To
C.15th Century A. D.The discovery of the historical fertified town with a meat
arong established a rich cultural legacy .The remains of a Buddist Stupa and a
Hindu Temple side by side in the Centre of the Town and oceans of both the
religions are sufficient to throw light on the religious harmony and beliefs of the
people of bygene age of this site.

According to the Punjab Govt. Gazette "Agroha" was a very big ancient city.
The primary efforts to discover its historical past were made in the year 1888-89,
when the Indian Govt. started excavations at the ancient Agroha site under
archaeologist C.T. Rogers. However the initial excavations were carried out only
for 15 Days.

The excavation was restarted in the year 1938-39, though even this could not
be carried on for long due to the 2nd World War, but it provided major historical
input towards Agroha's existeii'ce. In 1978-79 the Archaeological Department of
Haryana Govt. began excavation work under the guidance and supervision of Mr.
J.S.Khatri and Mr. Acharya. It was at this time that people actually became aware
of the extent of this great kingdom. The important antiquities recovered from these
excavations include silver and copper coins.Stone sculptures, terracotta objects and
seals, beads and bangles of glass, shell and beads on semi precious stones etc.

A large number of coins have been found at the excavated site. The coins are
predominantly of silver & bronze in different shapes and sizes. Hie Script and
signs on the coins depict that they belong to different periods. The bronze coins
have "Agadke, Agach, Janpads" in Prakrit language inscribed on them. A coin
dated 200 BC called die stimck or counter struck has been found besides Roman,

Kushana, Yodhaya and Gupta dynasty coins.The seals that have been found at
Agroha have been inscribed with words like "Pitradutt", "Sadhu Vridhasya",
"Shamkar Malasya", "Madrsya" etc. From the excavation site many sculptures
made of stone and sand have been unearthed. Masks, Terracotta Animals and Toys
have also been found. Utensils belonging to 2nd century BC in black, brown and
red polish have also been discovered. It became quite apparent from the
excavations that below the jn^^s exists a big, well planned progressive town. It
was the place where coins v/ere discovered apart: from stone sculptures,
terracotta seals, iron and copper implements, shells etc.

It was in these lands that the very first evidence of the presence of man was
discovered with the excavation of Agroha, Banawali and Kunal. All of these were
the pre-Harappan settlements, bringing for us the veiy first images of prehistoric
times. The presence of the pillar in the Hisar Fort belonging to the time of Emperor
Ashoka (234 BC) was originally from Agroha. The discovery of coins of the
Kushan Kings tells tales of ancient India. (Ref: lAR 1978-79, pp. 68-69; 1979-80,
p. 31; 1980-81, pp. 15-16.)
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Terracotta Army - Wikipedia

Coordinates: 34''23'06"N 109°16'23''E

Tef racotta Army
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Terracotta Army (Chinese: literally: "Soldier-
and-horse funerary statues") is a collection of terracotta
sculptures depicting the armies of Qin Shi Huang, the first
Emperor of China. It is a form of funerary art buried with the
emperor in 210-209 BCE and whose purpose was to protect
the emperor in his afterlife.

The figures, dating from approximately the late third century

BCE,!^^^ were discovered in 1974 by local farmers in Lintong
District, Xi'an, Shaanxi province. The figures vary in height
according to their roles, with the tallest being the generals.
The figures include warriors, chariots and horses. Estimates
from 2007 were that the three pits containing the Terracotta
Army held more than 8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots with 520
horses and 150 cavalry horses, the majority of which
remained buried in the pits nearby Qin Shi Huang's

mausoleum.^^^ Other terracotta non-military figures were
found in other pits, including officials, acrobats, strongmen
and musicians.

Contents

-  1 History
■  1.1 Discovery

■ 2 Necropolis
■ 2.1 Tomb

■ 3 Excavation site

■ 3.1 Pits

■ 4 Warrior figures
■ 4.1 Types and appearance
■ 4.2 Construction

■ 4.3 Weaponry
■ 5 Exhibitions

■ 6 Scientific research

■ 7 Gallery
■ 8 See also

■ 9 Notes

■  10 Bibliography
-  11 Extemal links

History

The construction of the tomb was described by historian
Sima Qian (145-90 BCE) in his most noted work Shiji,
written a century after the mausoleum's completion. Work on
the mausoleum began in 246 BCE soon after Emperor Qin
(then aged 13) ascended the throne, and the project

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terracotta_Army

Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor
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UNESCO World Heritage Site

Coordinates 34°23'06"N I09°16'23"E

Criteria i, iii, iv, vi

Reference 441 (http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/44

1)

Inscription 1987 (llth Session)

Website www.bmy.com.cn/2015new/index
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w/index.htm)
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Location of Terracotta Army

[edit on Wikidata]

Terracotta Army

Simplified Chinese

Traditional Chinese

Literal meaning "Soldier-and-horse funerary

statues"

Transcriptions

Standard Mandarin

Hanyu Pinyin BTngma yong

Wade-Giles Ping'-ma^ yung^

1/13
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IPA [pigmajuq]

Yue: Cantonese

Yale Romanization BTng-maah yung

Jyutping Bingl-maa^ jung^

Southern Min

Tai-I6 Ping-be iong

^ S3' Terracotta Army - Wikipedia

eventually involved 700,000 workers. Geographer Li
Daoyi^n, writing six centuries after the First Emperor's
death, recorded in S\\u\ Jing Zhu that Mount Li was a
favoured location due to its auspicious geology, "famed for
its jade mines, its northern side was rich in gold, and its
southern side rich in beautiful jade; the First Emperor,
covetous of its fine reputation, therefore chose to be buried

there". Sima Qian wrote that the First Emperor was
buried with palaces, towers, officials, valuable artifacts and
wondrous objects. According to this account, 100 flowing rivers were
simulated using mercury, and above them the ceiling was decorated
with heavenly bodies below which were the features of the land. Some

translations of this passage refer to "models" or "imitations;" however,
those words were not used in the original text, which makes no mention

of the terracotta army.'^^^'^'^^

High levels of mercury were found in the soil of the tomb mound,

giving credence to Sima Qian's account.

Later historical accounts suggested that the tomb had been looted by
Xiang Yu, a contender for the throne after the death of the first

emperor. However, there are indications that the tomb may not have been plundered.^'^^

Discovery

The Terracotta Army was discovered on 29 March to the east of Xi'an in Shaanxi province by farmers
digging a water well approximately 1.5 kilometres (0.93 mi) east of the Qin Emperor's tomb mound at Mount

Li (Lishan),'^^^^'^^'^^ a region riddled with underground springs and watercourses. For centuries, occasional
reports mentioned pieces of terracotta figures and fragments of the Qin necropolis - roofing tiles, bricks and

chunks of masonry. This discovery prompted Chinese archaeologists to investigate, revealing the largest
pottery figurine group ever found in China.

A museum complex has since been constructed over the area, with the largest pit enclosed within with a large

structure.

Necropolis

«ia

The mound where the tomb is located

The Terracotta Army is part of a much larger necropolis. Ground-
penetrating radar and core sampling have measured the area to be

approximately 98 square kilometers (38 square miles).

The necropolis was constructed as a microcosm of the emperor's
imperial palace or compound, and covers a large area around the tomb
mound of the first emperor. The earthen tomb mound is located at the

foot of Mount Li and built in a pyramidal shape, and is surrounded
by two solidly built rammed earth walls with gateway entrances. The
necropolis consists of several offices, halls, stables, other structures as
well as an imperial park placed around the tomb mound.

The warriors stand guard to the east of the tomb. Up to 5 metres (16 ft) of reddish, sandy soil had accumulated
over the site in the two millennia following its construction, but archaeologists found evidence of earlier
disturbances at the site. During the excavations near the Mount Li burial mound, archaeologists found several

View of the Terracotta Army

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terracotta_Army 2/13
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graves dating from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, where diggers had apparently struck terracotta

fragii^^ts. These were discarded as worthless and used along with soil to back fill the excavationsJ^^^

Tomb

The tomb appears to be a hermetically-sealed space roughly the size of a football pitch (c. 100 x 75

The tomb remains unopened, possibly due to concerns over preservation of its artifacts For example, after
the excavation of the Terracotta Army, the painted surface present on some terracotta figures began to flake and

fade.t^^^ The lacquer covering the paint can curl in fifteen seconds once exposed to Xi'an's dry air and can flake
off in just four minutes-l^^^^

Excavation site

Pits

Four main pits approximately 7 metres (23 ft) deep have been

excavatedJ^'^^'^^^^ These are located approximately 1.5 kilometres
(0.93 mi) east of the burial mound. The soldiers within were laid out as
if to protect the tomb from the east, where all the Qin Emperor's
conquered states lay.

Pit one

Pit one, which is 230 metres (750 ft) long and 62 metres (203 ft)

wide,!^^^^ contains the main army of more than 6,000 figures.'^^^^ Pit one
has 11 corridors, most of which are more than 3 metres (10 ft) wide and
paved with small bricks with a wooden ceiling supported by large
beams and posts. This design was also used for the tombs of nobles and
would have resembled palace hallways when built. The wooden ceilings
were covered with reed mats and layers of clay for waterproofing, and
then mounded with more soil raising them about 2 to 3 metres (6 ft 7 in

to 9 ft 10 in) above the surrounding ground level when completed.

Others

Pit two has cavalry and infantry units as well as war chariots and is
thought to represent a military guard. Pit three is the command post,
with high-ranking officers and a war chariot. Pit four is empty, perhaps left unfinished by its builders.

Some of the figures in pit one and two show fire damage, while remains of burnt ceiling rafters have also been

found. These, together with the missing weapons, have been taken as evidence of the reported looting by
Xiang Yu and the subsequent burning of the site, which is thought to have caused the roof to collapse and crush
the army figures below. The terracotta figures currently on display have been restored from the fragments.

Other pits that formed the necropolis also have been excavated. These pits lie within and outside the walls
surrounding the tomb mound. They variously contain bronze carriages, terracotta figures of entertainers such as
acrobats and strongmen, officials, stone armour suits, burials sites of horses, rare animals and labourers, as well

as bronze cranes and ducks set in an underground park.^^^^

i The museum complex containing the
i excavation sites

View of Pit 1, the largest excavation

pit of the Terracotta Army

Warrior figures

httpsr//en.wikipedia.org/wil<i/Terracotta_Army 3/13
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Terracotta Army

The Terracotta Army, aka Terracotta Warriors and Horses,

are the most significant archeological excavations of the

20th century. Work is ongoing at this site, which Is around
1.5 kilometers east of Emoeror Qin Shi Huang's

Mausoleum in Lintong, Xian, Shaanxi Province. It is a sight

not to be missed by any visitor to China.

Upon ascending the throne at the age of 13 (in 246 BC),
Qin Shi Huang, later the first Emperor of all China, had

begun to work for his mausoleum. It took 11 years to

finish. It is speculated that many buried treasures and

sacrificial objects had accompanied the emperor in his

after life.

A group of peasants uncovered some pottery while digging for a well nearby the royal tomb in 1974. It caught

attention of archeologists immediately. They came to Xian in droves to study and to extend the digs. They I

established beyond doubt that these artifacts were associated with the Qin Dynasty (211-206 BC).

4222

r.-li Pictures g'Video

© Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses

The state Council authorized to build a museum on site in

1975. When completed, people from far and near came to

visit. The Museum of Qin Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses

have become landmarks on all visitors' Itinerary.

Life size terracotta figures of warriors and horses arranged
In battle formations are the star features at the museum.

They are replicas of what the Imperial guard should look like
in those days of pomp and vigor.

V

Kian Bus Tour
to Terracotta Army

The museum covers an area of 16,300 square meters, divided into three sections: No. 1 Pit, No. 2 Pit, and No. 3
respectively. They were tagged in the order of their discoveries. No. 1 Pit is the largest, first opened to the public
China's National Day - Oct. 1st, 1979. There are columns of soldiers at the front, followed by war chariots at
back.

No. 2 Pit, found in 1976, is 20 meters northeast of No. 1 Pit. It contained over a thousand warriors and 90 char

of wood. It was unveiled to the public in 1994.Archeologlsts came upon No. 3 Pit also in 1976, 25 meters northw
of No. 1 Pit. It looked like to be the command center of the armed forces. It went on display In 1989, with
warriors, a war chariot and four horses.

Altogether over 7,000 pottery soldiers, horses, chariots, and even weapons have been unearthed from these f
Most of them have been restored to their former grandeur.

Since Oct. 1st, 2010 the Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses and the Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum h
been combined into one large attraction area, Emoeror Oinshihuano's Mausoleum Site Museum, which also inclu
three other small sites opened in 2011. The Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum and the nearby three sites, namely
Museum of Terracotta Acrobatics, the Museum of Terracotta Civil Officials, and the Museum of Stone Am
constitute the so-called Lishan Garden. Besides, 30 free shuttle buses have been available for visitors' convenie
to travel between the Lishan Garden and the Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses from then on.

The Terra Cotta Army is a sensational archeological find of all times. It has put Xian on the map for visitors. It'
listed by UNESCO in 1987 as one of the world cultural heritages.

•ik-i '• A-

'm

wu fitChi
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Terra cotta army stand in battle array.

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/shaanxi/xian/terra_cotta_army/

Our Tour Group to Terra-cotta Warriors

1/5



7/19/2017 Terracotta Army, Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses, Xian

^ Pit 1

The Third Excavation of Pit 1

^ £iL2

^ Pit 3

Accessory Pits

Pit KQQD6 - Civil Official Figures

Pit KQQD7 - Bronze Aquatic Birds

Pit K9801 - Stone Armor and Helmets

Pit K9901 - Acrobatics Figures

Types of Terracotta Warriors

Infantry Warriors

Cavalry Warriors

■> Terracotta Horses
^ Lifelike Terra Cotta Figures

Green-Faced Terracotta Warrior
■> Dressing of Terracotta Warriors

Bronze Chariots and Horses
^ ExQuisite Weaponry of Terra Cotta Armv
^ Military Formation of Terracotta Armv
^ Oin Artisans
■> How the Terracotta Warriors were Made

Terracotta Armv Facts

How to get to Terracotta Warriors from Xian / Beijing / Shanghai

^ Right fidijing
Shanghai

Guangzhou

Chengdu

GulUn

2h

3h

2h

-^Xlan

Xian

2.5h ■►Xian

I.Sh -►Xian

-►Xian

Tsko ioiirist bus line 5 (306) or 914
from Xian Railway Sialion. SOmin

Q High Speed Train
Beijing West ——► Xian North Railway Station

Shanghai Hongqiao Xian North Railway Station

Guangzhou South —^^ xian Nortti Railway Station

3/
Downtown Xian m.

Terracotta Army

Toko free shuttle bus from
Xian North Railway Station, 1 h

How to get to Terracotta Warriors from Xian Xianvana International Airport
Visitors can take Airport Shuttle Line 2 to Xian Railway Station. The bus departs every one hour from 10:15 to 19
at IF of T2 and the ticket costs CNY 25. At the east square of the railway station, take tourism bus no.5 (306), 9
or 915, and get off at the final station.

Visitors can also hire a taxi from the airport. Remember to take the legitimate green colored taxies and the fei
about CNY 200. To avoid being cheated, please make it dear to the taxi driver that you only go to the Museum of
Terracotta Warriors and Horses and refuse to go to other sites or souvenir shops.

■) How to get to Terracotta Army from Xian Railway Station or downtown

Go to the the east square of the railway station to take tourism
bus no.5 (306). It takes one hour and the fare is CNY7 per
person.

One can also take bus 307, which departs from
Tangchengqiang Jiuqu Hub and passes Tang Paradise, Big Wild
Goose Pagoda, Banpo Museum Bus Hub, and Huaqing Hot
Spring. The whole journey takes 2.5 hours and costs CNY8 per
person.

How to get to Terracotta Army from Xian North Railway
Station

There are free shuttle buses between North Railway Station
and the museum. They are scheduled from the railway station
from 8:00 to 16:00 and return buses from the
museum run from 10:30 to 19:30. The whole journey takes
about one hour. /
Note: To take the free shuttle bus, you v/ill get a boarding pass by showing your train ticket on the arrival day •'
the entrance ticket to any attraction of Lintong. Upon arrival at the North Railway Station, you can buy the ticket
Untong attractions at the Tourist Service Center on the underground floor. '

Tourism Bus No.5 (306) at Railway Station

■» From Lintong District:

Take bus 914, 915, or Speical Line 101, and get off at Terracotta Warriors Museum.

•* Xian Bus / Subway Search

Inside Traffic:

30 free shuttle buses are traveling between the Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses ani
Huang Mausoleum for tourists' convenience. One can take them by showing the entrance ticket of the n
Operating hours: 8:30-18:30

lir

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/shaanxt/xlan/terra_cotla_army/



7/19/2017 .jJ^^—Terracotta Army, Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses, Xian

Admission

Fee:

March 1 to November 30: CNY150

December 1 to end of next February: CNY120

9 The fare is for the through ticket of Emperor Qinshihuang's Mausoleum Site Museum, including t
Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses, Lishan Garden and shuttle buses in^de the scenic are

Guide

Services:

Opening

Hours: |

Time for

a Visit:

The exhibits are weil expiained in both Chinese and Engiish. Visitors can also choose the guide servicr
for further information. It costs around CNY 100 to hire a guide. _ _ _ _

March 16 to November 15: 8:30 - 18:00, ticketing stops at 17:00;
November 16 to March 15: 8^30 - 17:30, ticketing stops at 16:30. _ _

3 hours

Tip: The museum has many group visitors in the morning. Independent travelers may visit in the earl
afternoon to avoid the crowd. In this case, please note that the last bus running from the museum to
downtown XIan departs at 19:00.

«  [qlnshihuar^ bing ma yong bo wu guan)

\  Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses

I  Bus:Take Tourism Bus No. 5<306)fromtheeastst:uare of Xian Railway Station or bus 307 from the

I  south gate of Tang Paradise, get off at Bing Ma Yong (Terracotta Warriors) Station.

Print

wwv».ttaveirhinasui(!j|.ci3ni

□ Travel with Us:

3-Dav Xian Tour from $209
8 Days Beijing - Xian - Shanghai: Small Groun from $829; Private from $1029
9-Dav Beijing - Xian - Giiilin Tour $899
More Xian Tours

Q & A Search:

Questions & Answers on Terracotta Arrny, Xian

Asked by Gorka from SPAIN | Jul. 18, 2017 02:08

Free shuttle bus with train tickets

Hi

ip Reply

Today we arrived to Xian by High Speed train from Pingyao, we want to visit terracota army
tomorrow, could we get free shuttle bus tomorrow in north railway station with our train tickets or
is only valid For the arrival day?

Answers (1)

Answered by Michelle from ICELAND | Jui. 18, 2017 02:24 oi 0 Et;? 0 P Reply

Sorry to tell you the free bus can only be taken with the ticket on your arrival day. Anyway,
go to XA Railway Station. At its east square, take Tourist Bus Line 5, no. 914 or 915 to
head for the terracotta army directly.

Asked by Christine shaw from AUSTRALIA j Jun. 19, 2017 06:50

How can we travel to Terracotta Warriors from Beijing? thank you

P Reply

Answers (1)

Answered by Tere from GERMANY j Jun. 26, 2017 03:03 oi 1 0 p Reply

Well, you can take a flight to Xi'an Xianyang International Airport first. Then you can catch
an airport shuttle bus Longhai Hotel Line to the last stop. Upon arrival, you may walk about
800 meters to Railway Station Bus Stop to take tourist bus line 5 to the destination
directly.

Asked by susi from INDONESIA | May. 24, 2017 04:05

is it possible to go to terracotta army and huaqing hot sspring In 1 day?
i will be In xian at the end of june for 2 days
anyone can told me how to visit these two spots in one day? which one 1 should go first?

Thank you
Regards
Susi

P Reply

https://vvww.travelchinagulde.com/attraction/shaanxl/xian/terra_cotta_army/ 3/5



/

A

kit!?

,Hn

ISlilhSUi!

•l/hi!:

■Hi'i.iLi

.  *

\ k
t!\ • I

m:

figurines in Mauryan style, Puncn-marked co ns, inscnl.un-insctibed casUOins.ALnadcast-coinwithleser d^Ka
Mauryan Brshmi chawcter with a trdeni and a snau 1
the obverse and elephant with a nder on ur--
important/discovery ofthtspn.iSe.

Pei-iiod -1! :Tiiis site is- femaus Eortre fanciful lerraccus
ngurines of Shunga- Kushana style Beautifu'
figurines dco^rting a child wutmg alphabets oi
board nave bi-^n discovs'ed f^om this site and one 0=
displayed in the National Museum, Nev,/ Delhi ana a i?
the caiiechon of H^ry3na Pr-tiya Puratatva bang)Gurui'uUhai=2r.Th«ite:4C.avafor.shavealsoyiclGeu
Woo- ponery with iTdm. cop^^r, terracotta and stone
which comparable with cotemporary cuhures ■
■tndir".

Period -Sn . The evidence o! occupation at Sugii a.
ceriiury AD was also traced with the anticuiDes
respective eras.Two terracoUa sealing, one of 6th cent
Vyagh raraja dorf other Sogha, the name of the city, m
of!2thcentury ADwetfeimpc-rtantdiscovenes.

la!

Tf«:

^ -.1

.»• dii"

A
ft

#

 p
cf

.  k

:#

.■*



VillagG-AgrohaTehsil Adampur,District-Hisar

:  Siiualod on the Notional l-lighwcy No. 10, 22 km from Hisar towards Faiehabad

;  GovQinmcnioflndia

Orcrj'ICenturyBC10 K 'CenturyAD

;  The site of Ayrolio is trddiuonally believed to bo thecapital of the legendry king
Mdharnja Agrasrnao/Agravvjlcornmuniiy. Th? city ofAgroha was situated on the

t. '\l trade route betsvecti Taxilu and Mvithura. And, thcrofore, a rcmai'iccl an important center of commerce and
:al activities till coming into .'Xistenre a new tcvynship of Hisar-e Firoza (Hisar) of Firoz ShahTughluq. A hoar.'
irjdo Greek ,one punch-n^ 'r'-vi -j and fifty tuie com. cf AgcuJaka was found from the site The discovery of '

nsof AgreyaJanapadc) (Ifcpublicjduf'ngexctWationsand icstincieni name Agrodaka in literature a re sufficient to
vcixbefngif>€headqujitcrsotaiepublic.Tiiissitcw3:,oxcav,.tcdbyC.J.Rodgersin 1888 S9andre-excovatcdby
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^  DIRECTORATE OF ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS HARYANA CHANDIGARH
Major Head :2205-Art & Culture up to 18-7.2017

Minor Head:103-Archaeoloqv & Archaeological Non Plan for the year 2017-18

NON-PLAN (Recurring)

Sr.No.

Code

Ohiect Head

Approved
Outlay

Budaet

Expe. %aae Balance
No. Sanction

1 Non Pla 1 fRIDirection & Administration

01 Salary 132.00 132.00 42.15 31.93 89.85

02 Waqes 0.20 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.20

03 Dearness 13.00 13.00 2.02 15.54 10.98

04 Travel Expenses 2.00 2.00 0.66 33.00 1.34

05 Office Expeses 0.60 0.60 0.00 0.00 0.60

06 Rent.Rates and Taxes 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01

21 Motor Vehicle 0.60 0.60 0.07 11.67 0.53

24 Matrial and Supplies 0.60 0.60 0.00 0.00 0.60

33 Profession! Services 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.00 0.50

34 Other Charges 0.20 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.20

45 POL 0.60 0.60 0.28 46.67 0.32

67 Medical Reimbursement 15.00 15.00 0.65 4.33 14.35

69 Contractual Sevice 10.00 10.00 4.48 44.80 5.52

70 Leave Travel Concession 10.00 10.00 2.43 24.30 7.57

79 Ex. Gratia 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

98 Furniture 0.30 0.30 0.00 0.00 0.30

Total 186.61 186.61 52.74 28.26 133.87



DIRECTORATE OF ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS HARYANA CHANDIGARH

Major Head :2205-Art & Culture up to 18-7-2017

Minor Head:103-Archaeology & Archaeological Non Plan for the year 2017-18

NON-PLAN (Non-Recurring)
1 Archaeoloaical Excavation ExDloratlon oroaramme

Sr.No,

Code

Obiect Head

Aooroved Budaet

Expe. %aae BalanceNo. Outlav Sanction

02 Waqes 30.00 30.00 8.68 28.93 21.32

0 5 Office Expeses 2.00 2.00 0.40 20.00 1.60

21 Motor Vehicle 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

24 Matrial and Supplies 3.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 3.00

34 Other Charges 2.00 2.00 0.00 0.00 2.00

45 POL 1.00 1.00 0.30 30.00 0.70

51 Compensation of land 21.00 21.00 0.00 0.00 21.00

Total 60.00 60.00 9.38 15.63 50.62

2 Publication/Publicltv Proqramme

07 Publication 4.00 4.00 0 0.00 4.00

1 88 Comouterization fITI 10,00 10.00 1.34 13.40 8.66

1 Total • 14.00 14.00 1.34 9.57 12.66

3 Protection/Preservation Protection/Preservation Monument/Sites

0 1 Salary 50.00 50.00 2.90 5.80 47.10

02 Waqes 4.00 4.00 1.00 25.00 3.00

0 3 Dearness 15.00 15.00 0.20 1.33 14.80

04 Travel Expenses 2.00 2.00 0.03 1.50 1.97

05 Office Expeses 1.00 1.00 0.25 25.00 0.75

09 Grants-in-Aid 20.00 20.00 0.00 0.00 20.00

18 Maintenance 78.00 78.00 0.00 0.00 78.00

34 Other Charges 5.00 5.00 0.38 7.60 4.62

67 Medical Reimbursement 8.00 8.00 0.94 11.75 7.06

69 Contractual Sevice 50.00 50.00 2.59 5.18 47.41

70 Leave Travel Concession 8.00 8.00 0.00 0.00 8.00

92 Energy Charges 9.00 9.00 1.49 16.56 7.51

Total 250.00 250.00 9.78 3.91 240.22

4 Preparation of Plaster Casts of Ancient Sculptures & Antiquities.

01 Salary 8.00 8.00 2.05 25.63 5.95

03 Dearness 4.00 4.00 0.10 2.50 3.90

04 Travel Expenses 1.00 1.00 0.18 18.00 0.82

05 Office Expeses 2.00 2.00 0.00 0.00 2.00

24 Matrial and Supplies 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

34 Other Charges 2.00 2.00 0.00 0.00 2.00

67 Medical Reimbursement 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

70 Leave Travel Concession 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

Total 20.00 20.00 2.33 11.65 17.67

5 Settinq up of State Archaeoloqical Museums

0 1 Salary 8.00 8-00 0 0.00 8.00

03 Dearness 5.00 5.00 0 0.00 5.00

05 Office Expeses 50.00 50.00 0 0.00 50.00

24 Matrial and Supplies 7.00 7.00 0 0.00 7.00

34 Other Charges 30.00 30.00 0 0.00 30.00

Total 100.00 100.00 0 0.00 100.00

6 Settinq up of Zonal Museums

01 Salary 35.00 35.00 3.47 9.91 31.53

02 Wages 15.00 15.00 1.00 6.67 14.00

03 Dearness 20.00 20.00 0.18 0.90 19.82

04 Travel Expenses 5.00 5.00 0.52 10.40 4.48

05 Office Expeses 10.00 10.00 0.29 2.90 9.71

18 Maintenance 60.00 60.00 0.00 0.00 60.00

24 Matrial and Supplies 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

67 Medical Reimbursement 15.00 15.00 0.87 5.80 14.13

69 Contractual Sevice 50.00 50.00 8.05 16.10 41.95

70 Leave Travel Concession 10.00 .  10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

Total 230.00 230.00 14.38 6.25 216.62

G.Total 674.00 674.00 37.21 5.52 636.79

7 Buildinq Archaeology

16 Major Works 2000.00 2000.00 0.00 0.00 2000.00

G. Total 2674.00 2674.00 37.21 1.39 2636.79
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Proposal For Excavatioiv Conservation and setting up of
World class Site museum & Interpretation Centre at

Agroha, Archaeological Site in Hisar, Maryana
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DEPARTEMENT OF ARCAEOLOGY AND MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
Art & Design Building, Sector 10 Chandigarh



BArynKOTTNn OF AGROHA

Location : Village-Agroha, Tehsil-
Adampur, District- Hisar

Situated : Situated at National
Highway No. 10, 22 km from Hisar
towards Fatehabad

Ownership:
Part Private

Part Government,

Period : Circa 4^^ century BC to 14"^
Century AD

Association : Founded by King
Agarsena of Aggarwal community
(Reference in Mahabharata)

One of the largest center of trade
and commerce during ancient
times on the route from Mathura
and Taxila (Gazetteer of India).
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Agrolia/Hissaf from Bliailnda
110M3O km

Road Alap ofAgroha



PREVIOUS RESEARCH IN AGROHA

• Taken up by CJ. Rodgers (Archaeological Surveyor, Punjab Circle) in AD 1888-89; partial excavation of
15 days on small mound at depth of 16 ft. Found signs of burning, ash, brick walls, paved floors and minor
antiquities. !

• Work at mound again taken up by H.L. Srivastava in 1938-39 on high and extensive mound, south of the
road for Trial Trenching and pits.

• Revealed well planned and prosperous settlement at depth of average 12 ft. ; burnt brick structures,

dwelling houses with door frames, iron objects and traces of burning.

• No antiquity in first stratum but in second, 401 antiquities brought to light including pottery, copper

objects and iron objects, stone sculptures, coins, inscribed clay die, burnt birch bark manuscript and a clay
seal.

• Again excavated from 1978 to 1981 by Haryana State Archaeology and Museums Dept. First season
revealed 4.3 m depth comprising cultural material from Saka-Kushana era to Early Gupta period.
• Distinguished structural remains, different phases of construction, Kushana pottery, minor antiquities
and famous terracotta sealing belonging to 3^^^^^ Century AD.

• Second season revealed five cultural periods from 3^^^- 4*^ Century BC to 12^^-13^^ Century AD and dug in

northern slope of the mound.

• Third Season was limited to the structural findings of last season i.e. Temple complex which shows the 4

phases of the temple from 4^^ Century to 11*^^ Century AD (Gupta to Gurjara-Prathihara style)
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CULTURAL AND POLITICAL TIMELINE OF AGROHA

Periodization

Period I- - 4^^ century BC to 2"^ century BC

Period II- century BC to 1®' century AD

Period III- 2"^ century to 6^^ century AD

r

Period IV- 7'^ century to 11^'' century AD

Period V-12^^^ century to 13*^ Century AD



-J r^T TMPSFS OF AGROHA

COURTESY- archaeological SURVEY OF INDIA
(BEFORE)
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GLIMPSES OF AGRQHA

(NOW)
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OBTECTIVES OF FRESH PROPOSAL

Agroha being integral site of archaeological heritage not only in
Haryana but of the whole country need the extensive plan to workout
and outreach in the whole world

First time ever Excavations at Agroha will be exposed to the visitors and
conserved to match the World class outlook of best preserved
archaeological sites in the world ^

This mega project will match the lines of Xian Terracotta Warrior tomb
in terms of site conservation with all modern techniques of conservation

This mega project will put all efforts to gain International status among
World archaeological sites; first of its kind in India

( Creating the employment to young museum professionals by
constructing High class Agroha site museum and Interpretation
Center well equipped with amenities like hostel, cafe, rest
houses, scholar reheat, etc.

A
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WORK PLAN OF THE PROPOSAL

Extensive Excavation program that will expose the unearthed remains and
structures up to the natural soil depth which was never done earlier. Work will
be carried out in collaboration with Archaeological Survey of India.

Implementation of Conservation Management Plan at A^oha over best
exposed remains under the prescribed policy of Conservation and guidelines y
Archaeological Survey of India. ,

Construction of High class Agroha Site museum and Interpretation Center
for the display, preservation and collection management of unearthed remains
from excavation with all sort of facilities and modermcum ethical outlook
infrastructure ^

Conversion of Agroha into largest tourist destination of Haryana and
generating economy through Agroha Tourism comprising all type of tourist
facilities and accessibility.
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OBTECTIVES OF PHASE I

1. Fresh excavation program will go up to natural soil to rectify the cultural
phases and its affiliation with previous excavation results

2. Establishing the antiquity of the habitation in more details

3. Finding the link and relationship of Agroha with outside World in
ancient times via trade and commerce linkages

4. Find the Intra site distribution pattern at site with extensive network of
trenches on the edges and outer area of the site

5. Understanding the nature, history and heritage of Agroha in
context to outer world

6. Finding the dynamics of Early historic town planning through detailed
excavations in Agroha



PREREQUISITES OF EXCAVATION

/

\

'  — ^ ^
1. Collaboration and permission of ASI with Department of Archaeology
and Museums, Haryana to start the fresh excavation in immediate available
potential area of the mound ^

'

2. Recruitment of staff and financial aids for at least 2 years excavation
program along with available staff from Haryana department

^  ̂
S.Assistance from private experts and organizations of repute in the field
of archaeology like retired archaeologists, conservators, curators etc.

^  - —-

/

4. Proper clearing of mound which is at present full of dense vegetation
and make it available for serious exploration of the site

I  '

5. Outsourcing the scientific surveying of the site to retrieve the
survey plan, topographic mapping and area survey in order to
understand potential areas at the site

~

N

n
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ESTIMATE BUDGET OFT HE SURVEYING/EXPLORATION

REQUIREMENTS ESTIMATE

Purchase of scientific

instruments like TSM, GPR,

Total Station, Drone, ISRO

satellite imagery. High
resolution photography and
videography

2 Crore

Maps and drawings.
Surveying sheets.
Outsourcing fee of
Surveying agencies

1 Crore

TOTAL COST: 3 Crores



RECRUITMENT FOR THE EXCAVATION PROGRAM

Apart from the Director/ Co-Director following staff and labours is required to conduct the Excavation Work

SI. No Name of the Post No. of

Person

Remarks

Camp/Site in-charge 1 A regular employee from the Department

Antiquity In-Charge 1 A regular employee from the Department to whom every Trench Supervisors

may deposit antiquities every day

Trench Supervisors 20 For the supervision of excavation work

Fresh M.A. and Diploma in Archaeology/Ph.D @ Rs 800/- per day to be

fixed from FD (Under Out Sourcing Policy)

Research Associates 20 For Classification of pottery and registration of antiquities

Fresh M.A. and M.Phil @ Rs 650/- per day to be fixed from FD (Under Out

Sourcing Policy)

Store Keeper 4 A regular employee from the Department. To maintain master roll and keep

the record of store stock item in the excavation camp

Photographers 5 A regular employee from the Department

Draftsman 10 Department is totally lac of this type of Technical Strength. Hence we have to

recruit on contractual basis through Out Sourcing Policy or from ASISurveyor 5

Modeller 4

Chemist 4

Cook & Attendants 10 May be Recruited on the basis of DC rate Hisar

labours 500 per day May be Recruited on tlie basis of DC rate Hisar



ESTIMATE BUDGET OF THE EXCAVATION PROGRAM

REQUIREMENTS ESTIMATE

Camp Setting and Petty Purchase 5 Crore

Hiring the trench supervisors and
research associates

TS: 1000/ day ~L 2Crore
RA: 800/day J

Labour for excavation, pottery
washing, site management

500 units per day as per DC rate Hisar

10 Crore

Outsourcing the agencies and
experts for handling and scientific
studies of material remains i.e.

dating of samples

5 Crore

Hiring the technical staff including
Draftsmen (lOU), Surveyor (5U),
Photographers (5U), Attendants
(lOU), Chemist (4U), Storekeeper
(4U), Modeller (4U), Cook (4U) and
food supply.

8 Crore

TOTAL COST: 30 Crore
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CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Preservation and Conservation work on the site can be carried out after the
consent from Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi as it is a Central
Protected site of National importance.

Recommendations For Establishing Conservation Management Plan
At Agroha:

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION POLICY OF ASl
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Recommendations for Establishing Conservation Management Plan at Aqroha

Time Frame for proposed Conservation: 2 years

•To conserve exposed structures and feature revealed from excavation

simultaneously

•To construct acrylic based Shed over the exposed structures

•Sundried brick cannot be preserved. So it can be imitated through the fiber

glass sheet with same texture of mud brick on the lowest level of burnt brick

structure

•To construct path way along with railings on the site

•Horticultural development at the site

•Maintenance plan



ESTIMATE BUDGET OF THE CONSERVATION FLAN

REQUIREMENTS UNITS

Team Leader with minimum 20
years experience

lU

Heritage Conservators 5U

Art Restorers 3U

Civil Engineer 4U

Draftsman 4U

Consultants 4U

Scientific reinstatement and
treatment, covering with acrylic
shed, grilling, pedestals,
infrastructure including laboratory
etc.

TOTAL COST; 30 Crore
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CONSTRUCTION OF WORLD CLASS SITE MUSEUM AND
INTERPRETATION CENTER

Department of Archaeology plans to construct a world class site Museum at Agroha

This Museum will display the artifacts and other archaeological items which will be

reveled from Agroha Excavation

Replica of Ancient site of Agroha so that Aged person can be visualize the essence of

ancient city.

•  Need at least 5 acres land to construct the museum

•  To depute consultant for architectural design of proposed building

To depute Museum consultant or young museum professional for interior display setting of

the galleries



n
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ESTIMATE BUDGET OF THE MUSEUM CONSTRUCTION

REQUIREMENTS ESTIMATE

Purchase of 5 acre land

(minimum)
10 crore

Outsourcing the design and layout
of the museum (Interior and
Exterior)

50 lakhs (approx)

Construction cost 10 crore .

Guest house and lodges 2 Crore

Researcher room and hostel 2 crore

Art gallery and scientific storage
facility

1.5 crore

Temporary
recruitments / Employment
scheme

4 crore

TOTAL COST: 30 Crore



MAKING OF WORLD CLASS TOURIST HUB

* A quantum jump in the heritage pride of Indian Civilization
• Making up of Agroha will be responsible for dissemination of present
and future cultural heritage

Generating Tourism in Haryana

Attracting large scale of visitors from India and the World.
• Creating employment into Cultural sector
. Creating the past visualization through decent ethnic outlook of
infrastructure which will be parallel to World class Archaeological site
complex

Cf, ! D

Cafe, retreats, souvenir shops which will be having ethnical looks and
will reflect the proper image of rich Indian culture
TOTAL COST: 20 crore
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ESTIMATE BUDGET OF THE MUSEUM CONSTRUCTION

REQUIREMENTS ESTIMATE

Purchase of 5 acre land

(minimum)
10 crore

Outsourcing the design and layout
ot the museum (Interior and
Exterior)

50 lakhs (approx)

Construction cost 10 crore

Guest house and lodges 2 Crore

Researcher room and hostel 2 crore

Art gallery and scientific storage
facility

1.5 crore

Temporary
recruitments / Employment
scheme

4 crore

TOTAL COST: 30 Crore



FINAL ESTIMATE BUDGET OF THE PROPOSAL

•  iT • -t
' ' V • " *,

lESTIMATE '' ;

Exploration/ Surveying 3 Crore

Excavation 30 Crore

Conservation 30 Crore

Museum and Interpretation
center

30 Crore

Tourist hubs and other

facilities

20 Crore

TOTAL COST; 113 Crores
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From

To

The Additional Chief Secretary to Govt. Haryana,
Archaeology & Museums, Department.
Chandigarh.

Director General, Govt. of India

Archaeology Survey of India, 24 Tilak Marg,
New Delhi.

Memo No. 17/3-2017-Pura/^

Dated:

Subject: - Regarding excavation at Ancient Site Agroha, District Hisar.

Kindly refer to the subject cited above.

It is submitted that Department of Archaeology and Museums

Haryana, has prepared a proposal iVegarding excavation at Agroha, District Hisar.

Though the site is a Centrally Protected, It is requested to you to give

inputs regarding the said matter and inform accordingly.

Deputy Director
V Additional Chief Secretary to Govt. Haryana,
6^ Archaeology & Museums, Department.



DIRECTORATE OF ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS HARYANA CHANDIGARH
'  Major Head :2205.Art & Culture gp to 27-02-2018 '

Minor Head:103-ArchaeoloQv & Ardiaeologica! for the year 2017-18

Revenue (Recurring)

Sr.No. Code No. Oblect Head

Approved

Outlay
Budaet

E}y3e. Voage BalanceSanction

1 Non Plan fRIDIrectlon & Administration ■

01 Salary 132.00 132.00 103.14 78.14 28.86

02 Wages 0.20 0,20 0.00 0.00 0.20

03 Deafness 13.00 13,00 4.95 38.06 8.05
04 Travel Expenses 2.00 2.00 2.92 146.00 -0.92

05 Office Expeses 0.60 0,60 0.23 38.33 0.37

06 Rent,Rates and Taxes 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01

21 Motor Vehicle 0.60 0.60 0.24 40.00 0.36

24 Matrial and Supplies 0.60 0.60 0.00 0.00 0.60

33 Professioni Services 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.00 0.50

34 Other Charges 0.20 0.20 0.01 5,00 0.19

45 POL 0.60 0.60 0.56 93.33 0.04

67 Medical Reimbursement 15.00 15.00 3.46 23.07 11.54

69 Contractual Sevice 10.00 10.00 12.58 125.80 -2.58

70 Leave Travel Concession 10.00 10.00 6.37 63.70 3.63

79 Ex. Gratia 0.94 0.94 0.00 0.00 0.94

87 Honorarium 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.00 0.00
98 Furniture 0.30 0.30 0.00 0.00 0.30

Total 188.61 186.61 134.52 72.09 52.09



DIRECTORATE QF ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS HARYANA CHANDIGARH
Major Head ;2205-Art & Culture up to 27-02-2018

Minor Head:103-Archaeology & Archaeological for the year 2017-18
Revenue (Non-Recurring)

Archaeological Excavation Exploration

Sr.No. Code No.

21

45

Object Head

Wages

Office Expeses

Motor Vehicle

Malrial and Supplies

Other Charges

POL

Compensation of land
Total

Publication/Publicity ProgrammT

£ro2ramnv^
ADProved

Outlay

30.00

Budget

Sanction

7.00

1.00

3.00

2.00

6.00

45.50

94.50

30.00

7.00

1.00

3.00

2.00

6.00

45.50

94.50

Expe.

14.38

0.60

1.31

1.74

0.00

20.21

%aae Balance

47.93

8,57

43.67

87.00

0.00

21.39

07 Publication

Computerization (IT)

Total

13.00

15.00

28.00

13.00

15.00

28.00

1.27

9.47

10.74

9,77

63.13

38.36

Protection/Preservation Protection/Preservation Monument/ Sites

0 1 Salary

02

03

04

05

09

Wages

Dearness

Travel Expenses

Office Expeses

18

Grants-in-Aid

Maintenance

34

67

69

70

92

Other Charges

Medical Reimbursement

Contractual Sevice

Leave Travel Concession

Energy Charges

Total

50.00 50.00 8.11

4.00

15.00

4.00

15.00

1.08

0.53

0.50 0.50 0.03

1.00 1.00 0.57

20.00 20.00 15.00

95.20 95.201 55.73

5.00

8.00

s.Oo

8.00

4.99

0.94

50.00 50.00 21.68

1.00 1.001 0.00

9.00 9.00 4.34

258.70 258.701 113.00

16,22

27.00

3.53

57.00

75.00

58.54

99.80

11.75

43.36

0.00

48.22

43.68

Preparation of Plaster Casts of Ancient Sculptures & Antiquities.
8 80 1

03

04

05

24

34

67

70

Salary

Dearness

Travel Expenses

Office Expeses

Matrial and Supplies

Other Charges

Medical Reimbursement

Leave Travel Concession

Total

.00

4.00

1.00

2.00

1.00

2.00

1,00

1.00

20.00

.00

4.00

1.00

2.00

1.00

2.00

1.00

1,00

20.00

6.77

0.30

0.20

0.01

0.01

0.40

0.00

0,00

7.69

84.63

7.50

20.00

0.50

1.00

20.00

0.00

0.00

38.45

Setting up of State Archaeological fifluseums
0 1 Salary

03

05

24

34

Dearness

Office Expeses

Matrial and Supplies

Other Charges

Total

8.00

5.00

13.80

7.00

9.00

42.80

8.00

5.00

13.80

7.00

9.00

42.80

12.37

12.37

0.00

0.00

89.64

0.00

0.00

28.90

Setting up of Zonal Museums

0 1 Salary

02

03

Wages

04

05

18

24

67

69

70

Dearness

Travel Expenses

Office Expeses

Maintenance

Matrial and Supplies

Medical Reimbursement

Contractual Sevice

Leave Travel Concession

Total

G.Total

35.00

15.00

20.00

5.00

10.00

60.00

10.00

15.00

50.00

10.00

230.00

674.00

35.00

15.00

20.00

5.00

10.00

60.00

10.00

15.00

50.00

10.00

230.00

674.00

9.95

10.64

0.47

0.80

1.34

25.72

0.27

3.41

43.75

0.00

96.35

260.36

28.43

70.93

2.35

16.00

13.40

42.87

2.70

22.73

87.50

0.00

41.89

38.63

Building Archaeology
16 Major Works

G. Total

2000.00

2674.00

2000.00

2674.00

1886.32

2146.68

94.32

80.28

15.62

6.40

1.69

0.26

4.82

45.50

74.29

11.73

5.53

17.26

41.89

2.92

14.47

0.47

0-43

39.47

0.01

7.06

28.32

145.70

1.23

3.70

0.80

1.99

0.99

1.60

1.00

1.00

12.31

8.00

5.00

1.43

7.00

9.00

30.43

25.05

4;36

19.53

4.20

8.66

34.28

9.73

11.59

6.25

10.00

133.65

413.64

113.68

527.32

13
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Flag A

Brief History of Agroha;

The archaeological site at Agroha is traditionally believed to be the capital of

legendary king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The city of Agroha was situated on

the ancient trade route between Taxila and Mathura. And, therefore, it remained an important

center of commerce and political activities till coming into existence in new township of Hisar-e-

firoza (Hisar-1354 AD) of Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351-88 AD). A hoard of four Indo-Greek, one

punch-marked and fifty one coins of agodaka was found from the site. The discovery of the

coins of Agroha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka

appears in the ancient literature including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it

being the head quarters of the republic. This site was excavated by C.J. Rodgers in 1888-89 and

re-excavated by H.L. Srivastava in 1938-39 of Archaeological Survey of India to a depth of

about 3.65m. This site was further excavated by Shri P.K. Sharan and J.S. Khatri of the

Department of Archaeology and Museums, Govt of Haryana in 1978-84.

Archaeological excavations on this site revealed a fortified township and

continuous habitation circa 4^ century BC to 14*'^ century AD. The antiquities of the bygone ages

include coin, terracotta objects, seal, sealing, stone sculptures, play things, ornaments of different

material etc. Apart from the residential and community houses made of backed bricks, the

remains of Buddhist Stupa and a Hindu temple existing site by site revealed co-existence and

communal harmony.

VIEW OF PfBSENT A<SRASEN..TEMPI£ COMPLEX AT AQROHA MAM,
; S^OHA
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VIEW? OF EXCAVATED BUIHS, ASROHA, HISAR
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The Ancient Monuments

and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act 1958

(ACT No. 24 of 1958)



V/
(b) "antiquity" includes.—

(i) any coin, sculpture, manuscript, epigraph, or other work of
art of craftsmanship,

(ii) any article, object or thing detached from a building or
cave,

(lii) any article, object or thing illustrative of science, art,
crafts, literature, religion, customs, morals or politics in
bygone ages,

(iv) any article, object or thing of historical interest, and

(v)any article, object or thing declared by the Central
Government, by notification in the Official Gazette to be an
antiquity for the purposes of this Act,

which has been in existence for not less than one hundred years;

(c) "archaeological officer" means an officer of the
Department of Archaeology of the Government of India not
lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of Archaeology;

(d) "archaeological site and remains" means any area
which contains or is reasonably believed to contain ruins or
relics of historical or archaeological importance which have
been in existence for not less than one hundred years, and
includes—

(i) such portion of land adjoining the area as may be
required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving
it, and

(ii) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of
the area;

(e) "Director-General" means the Director-General of
Archaeology, and includes any officer authorised by the
Central Government to perform the duties of the Director-
General;

(f) "maintain", with its grammatical variations and cognate
expressions, includes the fencing, covering in, repairing,
restoring and cleansing of a protected monument, and the
doing of any act which may be necessary for the purpose of
preserving a protected monument or of securing convenient
access thereto;

(g) "Owner" includes—

(i) a joint owner invested with powers of management on
behalf of himself and other joint owners and the successor-



in-title of any such owner; and

Construction of

references to any
law not in force in

the State of

Jammu and

Kashmir

(li) any manager or trustee exercising powers of management
and the successor-in-office of any such manager or
trustee;

(h) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this
Act;

(I) "protected area"^means any archaeological site and remains
which is declared to be of national Importance by or under this
Act;

(j) "protected monument" means an ancient monument which
is declared to be of national Importance by or under this Act.

'[2A Any reference in this Act to any law which Is not in force In the
State of Jammu and Kashmir shall, in relation to that State, be

construed as a reference to the corresponding law, if any, in
force In that State], '

Certain ancient

monuments, etc.,
deemed to be of

national

Importance

71 of 1951

37 of 1956

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND

REMAINS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

All ancient and historical monuments and all archaeological
sites and remains which have been declared by the Ancient and
Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains
(Declaration of National Importance) Act, 1951, or by section 126
of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, to be of national
importance shall be deemed to be ancient and historical
monument or archaeological sites and remains declared to be of
national Importance for the purposes of this Act.

Power of Central

Government to

declare ancient

monuments, etc.,
to be of national

importance

(1) Where the Central Government is of opinion that
any ancient monument or archaeological site and remains not
Included in section 3 is of national importance. It may, by
notification In the Official Gazette, give two months' notice of
Its Intention to declare such ancient monument or

archaeological site and remains to be of national importance;
and a copy of every such notification shall be affixed In a
conspicuous place near the monument or site and remains, as
the case may be.

(2) Any person Interested In any such ancient
monument or archaeological site and remains may, within two
months after the Issue of the notification, object to the
declaration of the monument, or the archaeological site and
remains, to be of national Importance.

Ins. by Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(i), w.e.f, 5.04.1976.
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(3) On the expiry lof the said period of two months,
the Central Government may, after considering the objections,
if any, received by it, declare by notification in the Official
Gazette, the ancient monument or the archaeological site and
remains, as the case my be, to be of national importance.

(4) A notification published under sub-section (3)
shall, unless and until It is withdrawn, be conclusive evidence
of the fact that the ancient monument or the archaeological
site and remains to which it relates is of national importance
for the purposes of this Act.

PROTECTED MONUMENTS

Acquisition of
rights in a
protected
monument

(1) The Director General may, with the sanction of the
Central Government, purchase, or take a lease of, or accept a
gift or bequest of, any protected monument.

(2) Where a protected monument is without an owner,
the Director-General may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, assume the guardianship of the monument.

(3) The owner of any protected monument may, by
written instrument, constitute the Director-General the

guardian o f the monument, and the Director-General may,
with the sanction of the Centra! Government, accept such
guardianship.

(4) When the Director-General has accepted the
guardianship of a monument under sub-section (3), the owner
shall, except as expressly provided in this Act, have the same
estate, right, title and interest in and to the monument as if
the Director-General had not been constituted a guardian
thereof.

(5) When the Director-General has accepted the
guardianship of a monument under sub-section (3), the
provisions of this Act relating to agreements executed under
section 6 shall apply to the written instrument executed under
the said sub-section.

Preservation of

protected
monument by
agreement

(6) Nothing in this section shall affect the use of any
protected monument for customary religious observances.

(1) The Collector, when so directed by the Central Government,
shall propose to the owner of a protected monument to enter
into an agreement with the Central Government within a
specified period for the maintenance of the monument.

(2) An agreement under this section may provide for all or any
one of the following matters, namely; —

(a) the maintenance of the monument;



overnment rights
in a monument.

may—

(a) Where the rights have been acquired by the Director-'
General in respect of any monument under this Act by
virtue of any sale, lease, gift or wili, relinquish, by
notification in the Official Gazette, the rights so acquired to
the person who would for the time being be the owner of
the monument if such rights had not been acquired; or

(b) relinquish any guardianship of a monument, which he has
assumed under this Act.

Right of access to
protected
monument

18 Subject to any rules made under this Act, the public shall have a
right of access to any protected monument.

PROTECTED AREAS

Restrictions on

enjoyment of
property rights in
protected areas.

19 (1) No person, including the owner or occupier of a protected area,
shall construct any building within the protected area or carry
on any mining, quarrying, excavating, blasting or any operation
of a like nature in such area, or utilise such area or any part
thereof in any other manner without the permission of the
Central Government:

Provided that nothing In this sub-section shall be
deemed to prohibit the use of any such area or part thereof for
purposes of cultivation if such cultivation does not involve the
digging of not more than one foot of soil from the surface.

(2) The Central Government may, by order, direct that any
building constructed by any person within a protected area in
contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be
removed within a specified period and, if the person refuses or
falls to comply with the order, the Collector may cause the
building to be removed and the person shall be liable to pay
the cost of such removal.

Power to acquire a
protected area

1 of 1894

20 If the Central Government is of opinion that any protected
area contains an ancient monument or antiquities of national
interest and value, it may acquire such area under the provisions
of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, as if the acquisition were for a
public purpose within the making of that Act.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

Excavations in

protected areas
21 An archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in

this behalf or any person holding a licence granted in this behalf
under this Act (hereinafter referred to as the licensee) may,
after giving notice in writing to the Collector and the owner,
enter upon and make excavations in any protected area.
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Excavations in

areas other than

protected areas.

22 Where an archaeological officer has reason to believe that
any area not being a protected area contains ruins or relics of
historical or archaeological importance, he or an officer
authorised by him in this behaif may, after giving notice in
writing to the Coliector and the owner, enter upon and make
excavations in the area.

Compulsory
purchase of
antiquities, etc.,
discovered during
excavation

operations.

23 (1) Where, as a result of any excavations made in any area
under section 21 and section 22, any antiquities are
discovered, the archaeoiogicai officer or the iicensee, as the

case may be, shall—

(a) as soon as practicable, examine such antiquities and
submit a report to the Centrai Government in such
manner and containing such particuiars as may be
prescribed;

(2)

(3)

(4)

(b) at the conclusion of the excavation operations, give
notice in writing to the owner of the land from which
such antiquities have been discovered, of the nature of
such antiquities.

Untii an order for the ''[compulsory acquisition] of any
such antiquities Is made under sub-section (3), the
archaeoiogicai officer or the licensee, as the case may be,
shail keep them in such safe custody as he may deem fit.

On receipt of a report under sub-section (1), the Central
Government may make an order for the ^[compulsory
acquisition of any such antiquities].

When an order for the ^[compulsory acquisition] of any
antiquities is made under sub-section (3), such antiquities
shaii rest in the Central Government with effect from the

date of the order.

Excavations, etc.,
for archaeological
purposes.

24 No State Government shall undertake or authorise any
person to undertake any excavation or other like operation
for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a
protected area except with the previous approvai of the
Centrai Government and in accordance with such rules or

directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or
give in this behalf.

Power of Central

Government to

control moving of
antinuitlPR

PROTECTION OF ANTIQUITIES

25 (1) If the Central Government considers that any antiquities or
class of antiquities ought not to be moved from the place
where they are without the sanction of the Central

^ Substituted for the words [compulsory purchase] by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iii) (a),
w.e.f. 5.04.1976.

^ Substituted for the words "compulsory purchase of any such antiquities at their market value" by the Antiquities and Art Treasures
Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iii) (b). w.e.f. 5.04,1976.
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MINISTRY OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

NOTIFICATIONS

NEW DELHI, THE 15™ OCTOBER, 1959

S.O. 2306.- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 38 of the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sires and Remains Act. 1958 (24 of 1958), the Central Government hereby
makes the following rules, the same having been previously published in the Gazette of India,
Part ll-Sectlon 3-Sub-Sectlon (il), dated the 8*^ August, 1959, as required by sub-section (1) of the
said section.

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL

SITES AND REMAINS RULES 1959

CHAPTER I

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, date and commencement: (1) These rules may be called the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959.

(2) They extend to the whole of India, but rules 24, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 30 shall not apply to
the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

(3) They shall come into force on the 15'^ day of October, 1959.^

1. Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires.—

(a) "construction" means the construction of any structure and includes additions to or
alterations of an existing building;

(b) "copying", together with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means
the preparation of copies by drawing or by photography or by mould or by squeezing
and includes the preparation of a cinematographic film ̂ [and video film] with the aid of a
hand-camera which is capable of taking films of not more than eight millimeters and
which does not require the use of a stand or involve any special previous arrangement;

' K/i/eS.0.2307, dated 15.10.1959
^ yide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991



■fp{,

V.

(c) "filming", together with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means
the preparation of a cinematographic film ^[including video film] with the aid of a camera
which is capable of taking films of more than eight millimeters and which requires the
use of a stand or involves other special previous arrangements;

(d) "form" means a form set out in the Third Schedule;

(e) "mining operation" means any operation for the purpose of searching for or obtaining
minerals and includes quarrying, excavating, blasting and any operation of a like
nature;

(f) "prohibited area" or "regulated area" means an area near or adjoining a protected
monument which the Central Government has, by notification in the Official Gazette,
declared to be a prohibited area, or, as the case may be, a regulated area, for
purposes of mining operation or construction or both;

(g) "Schedule" means a Schedule to these rules; and

(h) "section" means a section of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act. 1958 (24 of 1958).

CHAPTER II
ACCESS TO PROTECTED MONUMENTS

3. Monuments governed by agreement.—(1) Access to protected monuments in respect of
which an agreement has been entered into between the owner and the Central Government
under section 6, or in respect of which an order has been made by that Government under
section 9, shall be governed by the provisions of the agreement or, as the case may be, the
order; and nothing in rules 4, 5, 6 or 7 shall be construed as affecting any such agreement or
order.

(2) A copy of the relevant provisions of every such agreement or order shall be exhibited in
a conspicuous part of the monument concerned.

4. Parts of monuments not open.—The Director-General may, by order, direct that ^[any
protected monument or any specified part thereof] shall not be open, permanently or for a
specified period, to any person other than an archaeological officer, his agents, subordinates
and workmen and any other Government servant on duty at such part.

5. Monuments when kept open.~(1) The protected monument specified in the First Schedule
shall remain open during the hours specified against them in that schedule; protected
monuments which are not so specified and to which neither rule 3 nor rule 4 applied shall
remain open from sunrise to sunset:

^[Provided that an archaeological officer, or any officer of the Archaeological Survey
of India authorised by him in this behalf may, by notice to be exhibited in a conspicuous
part of a protected monument, direct that a protected monument or part thereof shall.—

(i) Be kept open beyond the said period; or

' We GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991
^ Vide GSR 800 (E), dated 17.10.2000 with effect from 28.10.2000
' WeS.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969
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(a) do any act which causes or Is likely to cause damage or injury to any part of the
monument; or

(b) discharge any fire-arms; or

(c) cook or consume food except in areas, if any, permitted to be used for that purpose; or

(d) ^[hawk or seii any goods or wares or canvas any custom for such goods or wares or
display any advertisement in any form or show a visitor round or take his photograph
for monetary consideration, except under the authority of, or under, and in accordance
with the conditions of, a licence granted by an archaeological officer;]

(e) beg for aims; or

(f) violate any practice, usage or custom applicable to or observed in the monument; or

(g) bring, for any purpose other than the maintenance of the monument,

(i) any animal, or

(ii) any vehicle except in areas reserved for the parking thereof.

9. Penalty.—Whoever—
(i) • unlawfully enters any protected monument or part thereof at a time

when, under these rules, it Is not to be kept open, or

(ii) unlawfully enters any protected monument in respect of which an
order has been made under rule 5, or

(ill) contravenes of any of the provisions of rule 6 or rule 7 or rule 8,

shall be punishable with fine which may be extended to five hundred rupees.

CHAPTER III

CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER OPERATIONS

IN PROTECTED AREAS

10. Permission required for construction, etc.—(1) No person shall undertake any
construction or mining operation within a protected area except under and in accordance with
a permission granted in this behalf by the Central Government.

(2) Every application for permission under sub-rule (1) shall be made to the Central
Government in Form-I at least three months before the date of commencement of the

construction or operation.

11. Licence required for excavation.—No person other than an archaeological officer or an
officer authorised by him in this behalf shall undertake any excavation for archaeological
purposes in any protected area except under and in accordance with the terms and
conditions of a licence granted under rule 13.

VidcS.O. 935, dated 16.02.1971.
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12. Application for licence.—Every application for a licence shall be In Form-ll and be made to
the Director-General at least three months before the proposed date of the commencement
of the excavation operations.

13. Grant or refusal of licence.—'^(I) On receipt of an application under rule 12, the Director-
General may grant a licence in Form-Ill if he is satisfied that, having regard to the status of
the applicant, the competence of the director of excavation operations, the adequacy of the
staff to be employed and other relevant factors, the licence may be granted to the applicant:

Provided that no licence shall be granted unless the applicant has furnished security
of such amount not exceeding rupees ten thousand as the Director-General may, having
regard to the circumstances of each case, require.

(2) The Director-General, by order, may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, refuse to grant
a licence in any particular case.

14. Period of licence,—Every licence shall be in force for such period not exceeding three years
as may be specified in the licence:

Provided that the Director-General may, on application made to him at least one
month before the expiry of a licence, extend its period by one year at a time so that the
aggregate period does not exceed five years.

15. Cancellation of licence,-The Director-General may, by order, cancel a licence granted
under rule 13 If he is satisfied that the conduct of the excavation operations has not been
satisfactory or in accordance with the conditions of the licence, or if any further security
demanded under rule 18 has not been deposited within the specified time:

Provided that no licence shall be cancelled unless the licensee has been given an
opportunity to make his objections.

16. Conditions of licence,-Every licence shall be subject to the following conditions, namely:

(a) the licence shall not be transferable;

(b) the licensee shall give to the Director-General, the Collector and the owner of the
land to be excavated at least fifteen days' notice in writing of the commencement of
the excavation operations;

(c) the licensee shall produce the licence before the District Magistrate or the District
Superintendent of Police concerned or an archaeological officer, if so required;

(d) the excavation operations shall be conducted under the supervision of the director
named In the licence who shall be present at the excavation operations for at least
three-fourths of the period of the operations;

(e) the licensee shall not, without the permission of the Director-General, dismantle or disturb
any structures found during the excavation operations and shall make adequate
arrangements for the safety of such structures and of the excavated antiquities till they
are taken charge of by the Director-General;

(f) The licensee shallnot subject any antiquities recovered during the excavation operations
to any chemical or electrolytic process of cleaning without the written permission of the
Director-General:
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(g) An archaeological officer or his representative may inspect the excavation operations or
any antiquities recovered during the operations and make notes on or copy or film the
excavated structures and antiquities;

(h) The licensee shall not discontinue the excavation operations unless he has given at least
fifteen days' notice in writing to the Director-General;

(i) At the conclusion of the excavation operations, the licensee shall give notice in writing to
the owner of the land specifying the nature of the antiquities, if any, recovered during the
operations;

(j) The licensee shall, within three months of the completion of the excavation operations,
submit to the Director General a summary report of the results of the excavation, and
where the operations are carried on for a period of more than three months such report
shall be submitted every quarter, and it shall be open to the Director-General to publish
the report in his reports or reviews; and

(k) The licensee shall as soon as practicable submit a report in Form IV to the Central
Government through the Director General on the antiquities recovered during the
excavation operations.

17. Recovery from security.—:The Director-General may, by order, direct the deduction, from
the security furnished by a licensee under rule 13, of—

(a) the value of any antiquities recovered during the excavation operations and lost or
destroyed while in the custody of the licensee; and

(b) any compensation payable by the Central Government under section 27 to the owner or
occupier of the land excavated by the licensee.

18. Demand of further security.—Where during the currency of a licence, any amount has
been recovered under rule 17, the Director-General may require the licensee, within such
time as he may specify, to deposit such further sum as security as is equivalent to the
amount so recovered.

19. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General under rule 13 or rule 15
or rule 17 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that
Government on such appeal shall be final.

20. Return of security.—On expiration or earlier cancellation of a licence, the security deposited
by the licensee or the balance thereof remaining after deduction of any amount under rule 17
shall be returned to him.

21. Publication of the result of excavation.—Save as otherwise provided in rule 16, the
Director-General shall not, without the consent of the licensee, publish the results of the
excavation unless the licensee has failed to publish the results within the period specified by
the Director-General in this behalf.

22. Retention of antiquities by licensee.—The Central Government may, by order, subject to
such terms and conditions as may be specified, permit the licensee to retain such of the
antiquities recovered during the excavation operations as may be specified therein:
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Provided that human relics of historical importance and antiquities, which, in the opinion of
the Central Government, are of national importance, shall not be permitted to be retained by
the licensee.

23. Penalty.—Whoever—

(i) uniawfuiiy undertakes any excavation for archaeological purposes in any
protected area, or

(ii) contravenes any of the conditions of a licence,

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees.

CHAPTER IV

EXCAVATION IN UNPROTECTED AREAS

24. Intimation to the Central Government.—Every State Government intending to undertake or
authorize any person to undertake any archaeological excavation or other like operation in
any area which is not a protected area shall intimate its intention to the Central Government
at least three months prior to the proposed date of the commencement of the excavation or
operation specifying the following details, namely,—

(i) name, location and other details of the site;

(ii) nature of antiquities previously found;

(ill) details of previous explorations, if any;

(Iv) purpose of the excavation or operation;

(v) proposed extent of the excavation or operation (a plan of the site in triplicate
showing in red outline the extent of the proposed excavation or operation
should be attached);

(vi) proposed duration of the excavation or operation;

(vii) amount of the proposed expenditure on the excavation or operation; and

(viii) name and status of the director of the excavation or operation.

25. Approval by the Central Government.—After considering the proposal, the Central
Government may either approve it or advise the State Government to modify it or to abandon
it altogether.

26. Deputation of an archaeological officer.—The Central Government may depute an
archaeological officer to inspect the excavation or operation while it is in progress and render
such advise as he deems necessary.

CHAPTER V

REPORT ON EXCAVATED ANTIQUITIES

BY AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL OFFICER

27. Form of report by an archaeological officer.—Where, as a result of an excavation made
by an archaeological officer in any area under section 21 or 22 any antiquities are
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Excavation Staff & Funds I

Apart from the Director/ Co-Director following staff and labours is required to

conduct the Excavation Work

SI. No Name of the Post No. of

Person

Remarks

1. Camp/Site in-

charge

1 A regular employee from the Department

2. Antiquity In-

Charge

1 A regular employee from the Department to whom

every Trench Supervisors may deposit antiquities every

day

3. Trench

Supervisors

20 For the supervision of excavation work

Fresh M.A. and Diploma in Archaeology/Ph.D @ Rs

800/- per day to be fixed from FD (Under Out Sourcing

Policy)

4. Research

Associates

20 For Classification of pottery and registration of

antiquities

Fresh M.A. and M.Phil @ Rs 650/- per day to be fixed

from FD (Under Out Sourcing Policy)

5. Store Keeper 4 A regular employee from the Department. To maintain

master roll and keep the record of store stock item in

the excavation camp

6. Photographers A regular employee from the Department

7. Draftsman Department is totally lac of this type of Technical

Strength. Hence we have to recruit on contractual basis

through Out Sourcing Policy or from ASI

8. Surveyor

9. Modeller

10. Chemist

11. Cook &

Attendants

1+4 May be Recruited on the basis of DC rate Hisar

12. lebours 200 per

day

May be Recruited on the basis of DC rate Hisar

Budget for Excavation : Approximately 4 Crore
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Permanent Staff for Proposed Site Museum & Interpretation Centre

SI. No Name of the

Post

No. of

Person

Remarks

1. Curator, Class II

Gazetted

1 Museum in Charge
!

2. Asstt. Curator

(Gallery In

Charge)

4 Gallery In -Charge, Guide Lecturer. Publication,

Conducting Periodical Exhibitions

3." Assistant

Archaeologists

1 To assist Curator for Exhibition, Publication and

other Technical Matters

4. Technical

Assistant

1 To assist Assistant Curator and keeping Antiquity

record including movement of antiquities for display

5. Photographer This incumbent may be deputed from the Head

quarter has and when required.6. Modeller

7. Chemist

8. Office Assistant 1 For the Museum, Office and Library

9. Library Clerk 1

10. Office Clerk 1

11. Gallery

Attendant

6 To assist Assistant Curator and keeping Antiquity

record including movement of antiquities for display

12. Chowkidar 4 To be filled up through Out Sourcing Policy

13. Sweeper 1

All these new posts to be created for this museum.

Annual Budget: At least Rs. 35 lac per anam
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0.0', No. l7/3-9o;y-f 8"7

Secretary and Director General,
Archaeology & Museums Department,
Haryana, Chandigarh.

Dated v3 "oS'-Xo

CS-lM.
J

Subject: License for conducting Excayation at Agrdha, Ccnti-ally Protected Site in Hisar district,
Haryana.

In the present scenario. Heritage of H^ana is playing, a yital role m Cultural industry at^botii
National and International level. The significarice'^of protecting and creating awareness towards Heritage is
major concern, of Haryana government for which variety of task work; excavations, explorations, cultural
initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively. Cultural. Heritage of
Haryana is- quite rich and full of potential in terms of history of our civilization followed by various
dynasties and its glory which is represented in both tangible; and intangible components of heritage.

f  - Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous Historical
town of Agroha (Lat. .20°-20' N: Long. 75V38' E), Tehsil Adampur, District-Hisar. Site is centrally
protected as-per vide notification no PN, 20590 dated, 13;07.1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is

' traditionally believed to be the capital of legendary king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The
discovery of the coins of Agroha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka
appears in the ancient literature including Mahabhafata are sufficient information to proof it being the head
quarters of the republic. The city of Agroha ,was situated on the ancient trade route beUveen Taxila and
Mathura and, therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and-political activities till coming into
existence in new township of Hisar-e-firoza (Hisar-1354 AD) of Firoz Shall Tughluq (1351-88 AD). Earlier

■excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have yielded five different cultural periods ranging from
c/rca fourth century to fourteenth century'AD.

I -would request you to give the permission" for fiirther excavation at the site so that an important
chapter should get added in cultural sector of our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the
■Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana and Archaeological Survey of India at the site m this
season 2017-18. Nominee from Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana will be Dr., Banani
Bhattacharyya, Deputy Director, Shri Shuvam Malik, Technical Assistant & Shri. Ravikant, Technical
Assistant. U^^VrlA/^

I hope, you will look into the "matter expeditiously.
4  Yours Sincerely,

1>Y-PyTW(U2:^
(Dr. Pravccii Kumar,IAS)

Smt. XJslia Sliarma, IAS
Director General
Archaeological Survey of India

V^i

\i
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From

To

I

Dirctor General, i
^chaeology and Museums, Haiyana,
Art-Design Building, Sector-10, Chandigarh.

Director General,
Archaeological Survey of India,
24, TilakMarg, NewDelhi-lio'ooi.

Memo No. 17/3-2017-Pura/^pfo,^
Dated: rc^os-j

03 03 30IS „!ir ruj.uj.2018 on the subject cited above.

possible. ™

j  Deputy Director
Mfor D.G.Archaeology & Museums,
^ ̂  Haiyana, Chandigarh.
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i

d:o. No. nh-Qoi?- 8-^

Secretary and Director General,
Archaeology & Museums Department,
Haryana, Chandigarh.

Dated v3 —

rt Xm.

J

Subject: License for conducting Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar district,
Haryana.

In the present scenario, Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital role in Cultural industry at both
National and International level. The significance of protecting and creating awareness towards Heritage is
major concern of Haryana government for which variety of task work; excavations, explorations, cultural
initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of
Haryana is quite rich and full of potential in terms of history of our civilization followed by various
dynasties and its glory which is represented in both tangible and intangible components of heritage.

Hence Govermnent of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous Historical
town of Agroha (Lat. 20° 20' N: Long. 75° 38' E), Tehsil Adampur, District Hisar. Site is centrally
protected as per vide notification no PN, 20590 dated 13.07.1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is
traditionally believed to be the capital of legendary king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The
discovery of the coins of Agroha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka
appears in the ancient literature including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it being the head
quarters of tlie republic. The city of Agroha was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxiia and
Mathura and, therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities till coming into
existence in new tov^nship of Hisar-e-Jiroza (Hisar-1354 AD) of Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351-88 AD). Earlier
excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have yielded five different cultural periods ranging from
circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

I would request you to give the permission for further excavation at the site so that an important
chapter should get added in cultural sector of our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the
Department of Archaeology 8c Museums, Haryana and Archaeological Survey of India at the site in this
season 2017-18. Nominee from Department of Archaeology &-Museums, Haryana will be Dr. Banani
Bhattacharyya, Deputy Director, Shri Shuvam Malik, Technical Assistant & Shri Ravikant, Technical
Assistant. UOTQ/VIaa

I hope, you will look into tlie matter expeditiously.

f-S" ; IWm Yours Sincerely,

J>Y {^y'DjOQjzm^

Pr. Praveen Kumar,IAS)

i

Smt. Usha Sharma, IAS

Director General

Archaeological Survey of India



Subject: License for conducting Excavatioi. at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar district,

Haryana.

In the present scenario, Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital role in Cultural industry at both

National and International level. The significance of protecting and creating awareness towards Heritage is

major concern of Haryana government for whii.5h variety of task work; excavations, explorations, cultural
initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of

Haryana is quite rich and full of potential in terms of history of our civilization followed by various

dynasties and its glory which is represented in both tangible and intangible components of heritage.

Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous Historical

town of Agroha (Lat. 20° 20' N: Long. 75° 38' E), Tehsil Adampur, District Hisar. Site is centrally
protected as per vide notification no PN, 20590 dated 13.07.1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is
traditionally believed to be the capital of legendary king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The
discovery of the coins of Agroha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka

appears in the ancient literature including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it being the head
quarters of the republic. The city of Agroha was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxila and
Mathura and, therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities till coming into

existence in new township of Hisar-e-firoza (Hisar -1354 AD) of Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351-88 AD). Earlier
excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have yielded five different cultural periods ranging from
circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

I would request you to give the permission for further excavation at the site so that an important

chapter should get added in cultural sector of our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the
Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana and Archaeological Survey of India at the site in this
season 2017-18. Nominee from Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana will be Dr. Banani

Bhattacharyya, Deputy Director, Shri Shuvam Malik, Technical Assistant & Shri Ravikant, Technical
Assistant.

I hope, you will look into the matter expeditiously.

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr. Praveen Kumar,IAS)

Smt. Usha Sharma, IAS

Director General

Archaeological Survey of India



Subject: License for conducting Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar district, Haryana.

In the present scenario, Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital role in Cultural industry at both National
and International level. The significance of protecting and creating awareness towards Heritage is major concern
of Haryana government for which variety of ta.sk work; excavations, explorations, cultural initiatives, historical
site protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of Haryana is quite rich and full of
potential in terms of history of our civilization followed by various dynasties and its glory which is represented m
both tangible and intangible components of heritage.

Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous Historical town of
Agroha (Lat. 20° 20' N: Long. 75° 38' E), Tehsil Adampur, District Hisar. Site is centrally protected as per vide
notification no PN, 20590 dated 13.07.1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is traditionally believed to be the
capital of legendary king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The discovery of the coins of Agroha
Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka appears in the ancient literature
including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it being the head quarters of the republic. The city o
Agroha was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxila and Mathura and, therefore, it remained an
important center of commerce and political activities till coming into existence in new township of Hisar-e-firoza
(Hisar-1354 AD) of Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351-88 AD). Earlier excavations proved the potentiality of the site and
have yielded five different cultural periods ranging from circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

I would request you to give the permission for further excavation at the site so that an important chapter
should get added in cultural sector of our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the Department of
Archaeology & Museums, Haryana and Archaeological Survey of India at the site m this season 2017-18.
Nominee from Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana will be Dr. Banani Bhattacharyya, Deputy
Director, Shri Shuvam Malik, Technical Assistant & Shri Ravikant, Technical Assistant.

I hope, you will look into the matter expeditiously.
Yours Sincerely,

r
(Dr. Praveen Kumar,IAS)

Smt. Usha Sharma, IAS

Director General

Archaeological Survey of India
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Subject: License for conducting Excavatioi. at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar district,

Haryana.

In the present scenario, Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital role in Cultural industry at both

National and International level. The significance of protecting and creating awareness towards Heritage is

major concern of Haryana government for whiidi variety of task work; excavations, explorations, cultural

initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of

Haryana is quite rich and full of potential in terms of history of our civilization followed by various

dynasties and its glory which is represented in both tangible and intangible components of heritage.

Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous Historical

town of Agroha (Lat. 20° 20' N; Long. 75° 38' E), Tehsil Adampur, District Hisar. Site is centrally
protected as per vide notification no PN, 20590 dated 13.07.1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is

traditionally believed to be the capital of legendaiy king Maharaja Agrasena of Agrawal community. The

discovery of the coins of Agroha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka

appears in the ancient literature including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it being the head
quarters of the republic. The city of Agroha was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxila and
Mathura and, therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities till coming into

existence in new township of Hisar-e-firoza (Hisar-1354 AD) of Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351-88 AD). Earlier

excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have yielded five different cultural periods ranging from
circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

I would request you to give the permission for fiirther excavation at the site so that an important

chapter should get added in cultural sector of our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the
Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana and Archaeological Survey of India at the site in this
season 2017-18. Nominee from Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana will be Dr. Banani

Bhattacharyya, Deputy Director, Shri Shuvam Malik, Technical Assistant & Shri Ravikant, Technical
Assistant.

I hope, you will look into the matter expeditiously.

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr. Praveen Kumar,IAS)

Smt. Usha Sharma, IAS

Director General

Archaeological Survey of India
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Gmail - Conducting Excavation at AgrolllTcentrally Protected Site in Hisar District, Haryana. ^
1^/fe.

Gmail arch.museums1972 <arch.museums1972@gmail.com|^

Conducting Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in
District, Haryana. '

vipul goel <imhry.89@gmail.conn>
To: Ram Bilas Sharma <educationministerharyana@gmaiI.com>, arch.museums1972@gmail.com

Please find attachment.

CF?.?S W ̂
\h\3Jl^

With Regards
Vipul Goel (IM)
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Conducting Excavation at Agroha.jpeg

Vipul Goel
.Industries and Commerce;

Skill Developnientand

.Industrial Tra.ining and Environment Minister-

m

!:
A'

OfH«

mSTfT, ̂htel ft=fiTO
ip, >3^ ftMl

Subject:

Respected

Conducting Excavation at Agrpha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar District,
Harya.na.

2ty

.  In the presentrscehario.'H'eritage of Haryana is playing,a vital role in "cultural Industry at
both National and Intemalional Level. The significance of protecting and creating awyeness towards
Heritage: is major concern of TIaryana government for which^ variety of taslc work; excavations,
exploiatldns, cultural initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively.
Cultiiral Heritage of ;Har>'ana is quite rich and full pf potential in terms of history of our civilizanon
followed by varipus dyhaslles'.and Its" glory which is represented in both tangible and intangible:
components of heritage.

Heiie Gdv^errtiftent of Haiyana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in famous
Historical town of-Agroha- (Lat :20 <="• 20*N: long. 75^8'E). Tehsil Adampur. District Hisar. Site is
centrally protected'as. per vide notificatiph ho. PN, 20590 dated 13.07:1926. The archaeological site at
Agroha is traditionally believed to. be/the' capjtal of legendary King Maharaja Agarsen of Agravva!
cohimuhity. The discovery of the coins of Agfoha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its
ancient name Agradoka appears in the ancient literature including Maliabharata are sufficient inlormation
to proof it being the head quarters orthe'Tepubllc.Tlte city of Agroha was situated on the ancient trade
route between Taxilaiand Mathura and tlierefore, it remained ah 'important
polilica! activities till comlngMo existence in new .township of.Hisar-e-firoza (Hisar- 1354 AD) ol
Firoz Shah tughiiiq (1351^88 "A'D). Earlier excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have
yielded five different ciilturaf pCfiods tanging fVonifcirca/ptulh century to fourteenth century AD.

I wouldirequestiyou'for further excavations at the site so that an important chapter
should get added in cultural sector of our. state. .Excavations may be conducted jointly by the Department
of Archaeology & Museums'Haiyana and. Archaeolbglcal Survey of India at the site in this season
2018-1,9.

"oV,-.

I hope you wiii'ldolcinto iho matter expeditiously.

With kihd regards.

Yours sinc^cly

oe

Dr.Mahesh Shanfta Jr,

Mmister of State for Tourism ;feCul(ure,'
Govti-Orindia, New Delhi.

#42,6« Floor Harvaoklvirsoorotarlat Capitoi Comple.^Sectorl,C(,an<il8arh;-1: . +91-172.2743709 1.+9M72-2742579 1 vIpulBoelblpSerpalUop,



I Sh. Vipul God

Minister, Govt of Haryana

Industries and Commerce, Environment

& Industrial Training

Subject: Conducting Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in Hisar District,
Haryana.

In the present scenario, Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital role in Cultural
Industry at both National and International Level. The significance of protecting and creating
awareness towards Heritage is major concern of Haryana government for which variety of task
work; excavations, explorations, cultural initiatives, historical site protection, conservation etc are
followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of Haryana is quite rich and full of potential in terms of
history of our civilization followed by various dynasties and its glory which is represented in both
tangible and intangible components of heritage.

Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in
famous Historical town of Agroha (Lat. 20 ° 20'N: Long. 75°38'E), Tehsil Adampur, District
Hisar. Site is centrally protected as per vide notification no. PN, 20590 dated 13.07.1926 dated
13.07.1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is traditionally believed to be the capital of
legendary king Maharaja Agarsen of Agrawal community. The discovery of the coins of Agroha
Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name agradoka appears in the ancient
literature including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it being the head quarters of
the republic. The city of Agroha was situated on the ancient trade route between Taxila and
Mathura and therefore, it remained an important center of commerce and political activities till
coming into existence in new township of Hisar-e-flroza (Hisar-1354AD)of Firoz Shah Tughluq
(1351-88 AD). Earlier excavations proved the potentiality of the site and have yielded five
different cultural periods ranging from circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

1 would request you for further excavation at the site so that an important chapter
should get added in cultural sector of our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the
Department of Archaeology & Museums Haryana and .'Vrchaeological Survey of India at the site in
this season 2018-19.

I hope you will look into the matter expeditiously.

Dr. Mahesh Sharma

Minister of State

Ministry of Culture
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Gmail arch.museumsl972 <arch.museums1972@gmaiLcom>

Excavation at Centrally Protected Site- Agroha, District Hisar, Haryana

eoffice@nic.in <eoffice@nic.in> Fri, Jun 29. 2018 at 4:56 PM
Reply-To: ram66.asi@gov.in
To: arch.museums1972@gmail.com
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From

Additional Chief Secretary to Govt. Haryana,

Archaeology & Museums Department, Chandigarh.

To

Shri Vlpul Goyal,

Industries and Commerce, Skill Development and

Industrial Training and Environment Minister,

Haryana.

Memo No. 17/3-2017 -Pura/ ̂ 6^ L

Dated: Olio8}

Subject: Conductir^Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected site in Hisar
District, Haryana.

Kindly refer to the subject cited above.

As per the letter received from the Dirctor Excavation, Archaeological

Survey of India, Govt. of India, New Delhi, It has stated that the further excavation

at Agroha Mound is not required as maximum information has been gained from

previous excavation. (Copy of letter attached)

Deputy Director

for Additionia Chief Secy, to Govt.Haryana,

Archaeology and Museums, Chandigarh.
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RAJIV RATTAN, LA.S _ D.Q.No.. I7;r?-lip)7- Pm^/3S5 2

«!T

'/

special Secretary and Director,
Archaeology and Museinns Department,
Haryana, Chandigarh.

Dated: 2^0

Subject:- License for conducting Excavation at Agroha, Centrally Protected Site in
Hisa^district. Haryana.

)vv«(jux/wvj ̂

In the present scenario. Heritage of Haryana is playing a vital'role in Cultural
industry at both National and International level. The significance of protecting and
creating awareness towards Heritage is major concern of Haryana government for which
variety of task work; excavations, explorations, cultural initiatives, historical site
protection, conservation etc are followed distinctively. Cultural Heritage of Haryana is
quite rich and full of potentia.1 in terms of history of our civilization followed by various
dynasties and its glory which is represented in both tangible and intangible components of
' heritage;

Hence Government of Haryana wishes to highlight archaeological heritage in
famous Historical town of Agroha (Lat.' 20° 20' N: Long. 75? 38' E), Tehsil Adampur,
District Hisar, Site is centrally protected as per vide notification no PN, 20590 dated 13-
07-1926. The archaeological site at Agroha is traditionally believed to be the capital of
legendary king Maharaja Agrasen of Agrawal community. The discoveiy of the coins of
Agroha Janapada (republic) during the excavations and its ancient name Agradoka
appears in ancient literature including Mahabharata are sufficient information to proof it
being the head quarters of the republic. The city of Agroha was situated on the ancient
trade route between Taxila and Mathura and therefore, it remained an important center of
cormnerce and political activities till coming into existence in new towmship of Hisar-e~
flroza (Hisar 1354 AD) of Firoz Shah Tuqluq (1351-88 AD). Earlier excavations proved

-  the potentiality of the site and have yielded five different cultural periods ranging from
circa fourth century to fourteenth century AD.

I would request you to consider the case and give the permission for further
excavation at the site so that ah important chapter should get added in cultural sector of
our state. Excavation may be conducted jointly by the" Department of .A.rchaeology &
Museums, Haryana and Archaeological Survey of India at the site in this season 2018-19.
Nominee from Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana will be Dr. Banani
Bhattacharyya, Deputy Director, Shri Shubham Malik, Technical Assistant & Shri
Ravikarit, Technical Assistant. . .

I hope, you will look into the matter expeditiously.

H  Yours Sincerely,

(RAJIV RATTAN, IAS)
Smt, Usha Sharma, IAS
Director General

Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi.
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Government of India

Archaeological Survey of India
Exploration & Excavation Section
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CFWIS No:-..

Date*"

Dharohar Bhawan

24 Tilak Marg, New Delhi 110001
Date: 25.09.2018

2 7 SEP20I8
Shrl Rajiv Rattan, IAS

Special Secretary and Director,
Archaeology and Museums Department.
Government of Haryana

Art & Design Building,

Sector-10, Chandigarh -160011

Subject: License for conducting the excavation at Agroha- a Centrally Protected Site
in Hisar district, Haryana- regarding.

Sir
.. _

his is in reference to your letter D.O. No. 17/3-2017-Pura/3^2 dated
30.08^2018 on the subject cited above. It is to inform you that the archaeological
mound of Agroha is a centrally protected site under the Chandigarh Circle of
Archaeological Survey of India and it has been excavated by the Archaeology and
Museum Department of Haryana Government from 1978-79 to 1980-81 and
recovered the artefacts from Mauryan period to Sultanate period. Subsequently, ASI
conserved the structural _ remains exposed during the excavation, while the
excavated artefacts are in the possession of Archaeology and Museum Department
of Haryana Government.

Here, it is imperative to state that the archaeological excavations are
conducted to achieve certain goals and also to gather maximum information of the
site by minimum excavation and in this case, all the pre-defined objectives of
previous excavations have been successfully achieved. Therefore, it will not be
relevant to re-excavate the archaeological mound of Agroha.

Yours faithfully,

My

(V.N. Prabhakar)

Director (EE)


